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NORTH EN D RECREATION AND

1' EN SPACESTUDY

This report is the first in a series of five reports as part of a

study of the recreation end open space facilities in the North End of

Boston. The titles of the reports are:

I.

POPUIATION, HOUSING AND LAND USE

II.

IlilVENTORY OF EXISTING SUPPLY OF RECREATION
AND OPEI^ SPACE FACILITIES

III.

ADEQUACY, NEEDS AND GOALS PERTAINING TO
RECREATION MID OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

IV.

PRELIMimRY PIM PROPOSALS FOR RECRim'ION
AJJD OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

V.

PLAN BrPLEI'IENTATION

This study vas undertalien by the Boston Redevelopment Authority
Planning Department to determine an effective plan for the development
of more adequate recreation and. open space facilities in the densely built-

up North End of dovmtoim Boston.









njTRODUCTION

General Description

The North End is situated betvxeen the "bustling financial and

governmental center of do-vmtoim Boston and the city's historic water-

front -(see ^lap No. l). Developed on the oldest portions of Boston, the

neighborhood has some unique features and problems. Located here are

important historic sites and good examples of pre-revolutionary and

federal architecture, some of v/hich are highlighted on a popular walking

tour — Tne Freedom Trail. Also, the neighborhood is the home for a

major segment of the city's Italian population which contributes to the

flavor of the conmiujiity. However, the neighborhood is severely cut off

from do\mtov,Ti Boston by an elevated expressvray and is developed at an

extremely high density. Together, these situations contribute to some

major problems for the comBiunity: the chaotic and difficult condition

of pedestrian and vehicular access to and from the neighborhood; and the

lack of enough open space and decent recreation facilities to satisfy

the needs of 11,000 residents. Nevertheless, the. North End remains a

most populaj:- neighborhood to live in and visit because of its attrac-

tions.

Historical Significance

The North End, with its small streets, Italian restaiirants, and

open markets is reminiscent of a small Italian city. Yet the Italian

residential neighborhood is only one phase of the North End's historic

personality. Originally, the area was a hilly pasture north of the first

settlement of Boston. Gradually, it was popu].ated by tradesmen and arti-

sans. In the early eighteenth century it became a distinctly fashionable

neighborhood, along with Beacon Hill, and remained so until the Revolution.

Building activity increased steadily. I>i3.nsions and cottages closely lined

the crooked and narrow streets and alleys which, to this day, distinguish

the North End.

Revolutionary events in the North End are well known: Paul Revere

and his signals from Christ Church, the British quartering in North Square,

their bombardraent of Charlesto-;-7n from Copp's Hill Burying Ground --to
mention just a fevr. After the war, a variety of different nationalities

lived and vrorked in the area. From I85O to I880, the North End was the

stronghold for the Irish immigrants. Then, at the tiim of the century,

the Italians became the primary national group, and have remained firmly

attached to the North End.

By 1920, the North End gained its present appearance. The homo-

geneous brick apartments which replaced the old Geoi-gian majisions and

modest frame houses did not alter the colonial street jattcm signifi-





cantly. In fact, their consistant facades form corridors which accen-

tuate the irregular pati.em, and provide often short, but picturesque

vistas. Original street names have also remained: Snowhill, Garden

Co\irt, Moon, and ^lutation.





POPULATION, HOUSING AfflD LAND USE

POPULATION

Current Population and Changes Since 19^0

The 1965 population of about 11,000-' vas the result of an aver-

age annual decrease of almost 0.2^ since I95O, v^hen the population was as

high as 15,0002/ (see Table l).

Betvrcen 1950 and I960, the population of the North End decreased

at a faster average annual rate than the population of the city as a

vrhole, about the same rate as East Boston's population, and at a slower

rate than did the population of Charlesto'.m and the South End.

Between i960 and I965, the average annual rate of population

loss slowed do\m in all of the above areas except the South End and the

City of Boston (see Table l). These other areas were chosen to compare

figures with those of the North End, as all these areas are regional core

neighborhoods close to downtovm Boston and are similar in other respects.

In sum, the North End appears to be remaining fairly constant in

population, although decreasing slowly.

Density of Population Sc Comparison \rith Other Areas of the City

The residential density of the North End, measured in tenas of

persons per residential acre, was over seven times greater than in the

City of Boston in I965. Table II indicates that there were about 3OO

persons per residential acre in the North End compared to about J+0 per-

sons per residential acre in the city as a whole. During the same year,

E^st Boston's density was about 280 persons per residential acre, while

Charlestown and the South End were much less dense, about I30 and 125

persons per residential acre, respectively. The extremely high popula-

tion density in the North End indicates a high demand for public open

space and recreation facilities.

Age Distribution and Comparison with Other Areas of the City

In i960, about 30^ of the population of the North End vras under
20 years of age, and about 33^ of Boston's total population was in this

1/ 11,152 in 1965^ Massachusetts State Census.

2/ U.S. Census of Population, 1950.





age group.^ Only 2k^ of the South End's population was under 20

years, while Charlesto^ra and East Boston had greater percentages of

their populations in this category'- — 39-0^ and 35»5/3 respectively
(see Tahle III). Tne age distribution in the North End and Boston
are generally similar with comparalile proportions of the population in

each group. This indicates that the amount of recreation facilities

in the North End should approximate the same proportion as those sup-

plied for the city as a \faole.

A more detailed look at the younger population under 20 years

of age in the North End in 3.960 indicates large nuriibers of children

in each age group as follows:

School Grade Age Range Number

Pre School
Elementary School
Junior High School
Senior High School
Post High School

Under 1-k years 931
5-11 years l,2i^3

12-lU years •
' 557

15-17 years 526

18-19 years 313

Along vrith over 3500 children, there were over 2200 persons 60

years of age or over (about 19/i of the population) v?ho lived in the North
End in I960. Their recreation needs are more passive in nature and
should also be accommodated. Together, both these groups of children

under 20 years of age and persons over 60 years of age constitute almost

half of the total population. This indicates that recreation facilities

in the North End should satisfy the needs of mothers vriLth babies, active

tots, sportsminded teenagers, as well as more passive activities for

the older residents.

School Enrollment

As of October 1, I966 there were over 2300 pupils enrolled in

the one parochial senior high school, one public junior high school,

one public eletn.entaiy school, and three parochial elem.entary schools.

The follovang table lists the enrollments in each school and indicates
the extent to which any adjacent playgrounds may be used during recess

and after school.

2/ U.S. Census of Population, i960.





Type Name of School
OutGide
Play Area
on Site

Grade Total

Parochial
j

Central High School*
j

No

Public Michelangelo Jr. High i Yes

Public Eliot School Yes
Parochial St. Anthony-Franciscan

j

No
Parochial St. John-Sacred Heart > No

I

(Italian) i

Parochial ' St. Mary-Jesuit
'

No

9-12

T-9 '

(special)**
K-6
K-8
K-8

K-8

830
lUU

229
kQk

353

2l^i^

Total Enrollnent 2,327

Source: Boston Public Facilities Dept., April I967 and Catholic

Diocese.

* Coniposed of the Julie Billiart School for Girls and the

Christopher Columbus School for Boys.

*->^ Classes for retarded children in Michelangelo Junior High

School building.

Ethnic Coin-position

Perhaps the most unique feature of the North End is that it is

a strong Itlaian settlement. In i960, over 8OOO persons or about 9k^ of

the total foreign stock in the North End were either bom in Italy or

or of Italian parentage. Consequently, such recreation activities as

Bocci (a bowling gaaie popular \rxt'h Italians) and an active street life

such as promenading, congregating to talk, and the playing of games,

attracts residents of all ages throughout the day and evening. These

and similar activities should be accoiranodated in the planning of recre-

ational facilities in the North End,





HOUSING

Comparison of Number of Ihrelllng Units "by Tyye of
Structure in North End & Other Similar Areas

In i960, about U^OO housing units were located in the North End.
This represented only a four percent reduction in housing units since
1950, when there were about J|600 housing units. This annual decrease of
O.U^ was the lovrest, along with East Boston, among the five areas pre-
viously mentioned for comparison (see Table l). Both the South End and
the City of Boston showed housing unit increases. The South End's in-
crease being a rather large 3-9';^ amujally (see Table l). Charlestov^n,
hovrever, experienced a slight decrease in the number of housing xinits

during this period.

The North End is characterized by predominantly multi-family
housing structures, vrith 98^ of "the units in structures containing three
or more units in i960 (see Tkble IV). These units are located in pre-
dominantly four- story or higher red brick row house structures with
little, if any, open yard space adjacent to the structures, not even in
the rear of the structures. Tne structures front directly on the narrow,
treeless streets and alleys of the area. These streets and alleys pro-
vide the only open space directly adjacent to most housing structures.
However, it is this tj'pe of orientation of houses to streets which con-
tributes to the particular urban quality and old world charm of the
North End.

Relationship of Housing to Public & Private Open Space

Practically all of the playgrounds and the one playfield in the
North End are vri.thin easy wall:ing distance from many parts of the neigh-
borhood. In fact, much of the neighborhood is -VTithin a 500-feet radius
from most playgroimds. Areas beyond this radius are generally in the
southern and eastern portions of the neighborhood nearest to the Central
Artery and along North Street and. Commercial Street, The only open
spaces or facilities used for recreation purposes in these latter areas
are not officially playgrounds. For example, the M.D.C. Ice Slcating

Rink, presently closed because of damaged mechanisms, is used informally
by children for roller skating. Tne Kachael Revere Square near the Paul
Revere House is more suited as a rest park as play equipment or other
facilities do not exist. However, children use the brick walls of the
square as backboards for "pimple" ball games.

Other areas of the North EYid, which are not playgrounds as such
but are used for play, include Paul Revere Tall, Copps Hill Cemetery and
Terrace, and of course the streets. V;ith only about 9-^ acres of public
open space, almost half of which is located at the North End Beach and





and Playground on the waterfront, it is not difficult to appreicate that

open space is heavily used and actively sought in this neighborhood of

11,000 persons. Coupled vrith the fact that vrhat public open space does

exist is poorly equipped and maintained, the undesirable condition of

public recreation facilities in the North End is aggravated.

Private open s]iace for the most part is nonexistent. V/liat does

exist is fenced and public use is prohibited.





LAirO USE

Measurement of Area

The predominant land use in the North End is residential, as

about 36 acresi/ out of a total area of some 90 acres?/ are devoted to

housing. Strictly nonresidential land occupies about 5^ acres which

includes such areas as the U. S. Coast Guard properties and public open

spaces.

Land Use Pattern

Residential . Practically all residential properties are located

within the area roughly bounded on the north and east by Commercial

Street, on the vrest by V.'ashing-ton Street Northland on the south by the

Central Ai^tery. Little, if any, residential land is fovind north or east

of Commercial Street in the North End.

Commercial. Commercial uses are found practically everyi'/bere in

the North End. Several warehousing establishments and sea. food dealers

are located along Coimnercial Street. Along Hanover Street, one of the

principal neighborhood shopping streets, many restava^ants, bakeries,

clothing stores, and other retail facilities are found. Along the other

major shopping street, crooked and narrov: Salem Street, many open air

markets are situated, with a major concentration near Cross Street. The

majority of these coimnercial uses are located on the ground floor of

four- to six-story wall:-up apartment buildings.

Instituti onal-Public. Riblic facilities in the North End are

scattered throughout the neighborhood in no particular ;^ttem. The

schools, public library and police and fire facilities seem vrell located
for the areas they serve. A more specific description of these facil-
ities follows.

There are two public school areas in the North End, both
located in the northern part of the neighborhood on Charter Street --

Eliot Elementary and Michelangelo Junior High School. One other public
facility is the Metropolitan District Commission Ice Skating Rink
(temporarily closed) located on Stillman Street near the southern edge

of the neighborhood.

Other public facilities such as the fire station on

Hanover Street and the police station on Commercial Street are located
on the two major traffic arteries •vd.thin the neighborhood.

1/ Computed by adding up area of all residential parcels in North End.

2/ Completed by use of planimeter.
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Although the Boston Edison Company is a private insti-

tution, it serves a major public purpose and operates a large power

station on North Street betvreen Fleet Street and Clar'tv Street. Another'

power station is located at the comer of Prince Street and &ilem Street.

Both facilities are surrounded by residential uses and are within one

block from busy Kanover Street.

Further south on IJorth Street near the entrance to the

Callahan Tuimel are the City' of Boston Printing Building and. a police

garage.

Along Parmenter Street, between busy Salem Street and

Hanover Street, is the new North End Branch of the Boston Public Libraiy.

It is well located near the center of an active commercial area and,

therefore, convenient to many pedestrians.

A new federal government facility, the Regional Office

of Food and Drug Administration, Department of Health, Education and

Welfare, is located in a nonresidential area of the North End in the

extreme northwest comer on Commercial Street. The building- has approx-

imately 110 employees and vras constru.cted in lS)6k.

Institutional-Private . A concentration of both private and

public institutional uses, such as public recreational facilities, paro-

chial schools end churches, are located in a five-block area south of

Charter Street end north of Prince Street between Salem Street, and

Hanover Street. This area is near the geographical center of the North

End and situated here are public facilities such as Paul Revere Mall,

Polcari Playground, ejid the North Eennet Street Public 'Ee.th and Gym.

Also located here are the Christopher Columbus Roman Catholic Youth

Center, St. Anthony's School, Central High School, St. Leonard's Church,

the Bethel Christian Center, and the North Eennet Street Industrial
School.

Tvro other parochial schools are located away from this

center. St. Mary School, Rectory and Church are located in the southwest

poi-tion of the North End near Cooper Street. St. John's Elementary
School is located in the southeast section across Sun Court Street from
Sacred Heart Church near North Sciuare,

Tnere are several other private institutions such as

sailor's societies, a settlement house, a veterans' association, bene-
fit societies, and other private clubs and organizations located in no
particular pattern in the North End.

Open Space-Public . There are about 91" acres of public open

space in the North End of which about Tg acres are in public parks and
playgroimds. They range in size from a few hundred square feet to over
three and one-half acres in size. In compa.rison ia.th other central areas

of Boston, the North End has less public open space per 1000 population
than three areas (City of Boston, Charlestown and the South End) and
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about the same ratio as in East Boston (see "belovr). A discussion on
the adequacy of these open areas appears in Report Tnree of this series.

COI^ARISOII OF PUBLIC OPEN SPACES IN
FOUR KEIGHBORIiOODS AND THE CITY OF BOSTON

BY ACRES PER THOUSMJD PEOPLE

Area
Local

Population ; Pks . &
iPlgds.

I

Public
Acres/ : School
1000 IPlgds.

•
! Total

Acres/ His . & : Acres/
1000 iPlgds. i 1000

North Eiid 11,152
East Boston i 29,335
Charlestoim--

|
17,2^-5

South End I 2^4-, 926
City of Boston---- ^ 6l6,326

T.OT
6.88
30.45
15.17
525.26

.63

.23

1.77
.61

.85

.38'

11.02;

2.97i
h.66

175.^7

.03

.38

.17

.19

.28

7.i^5'

17.90
33.i^2

19.83'

700.73:

.67

.61

1.94
.80

1.14

Most of the public open spaces in the North End are located in two
general areas north of Prince Street. Tne first area is by far the
largei} totaling seven and one-half acres. It includes the DeFillipo
Playground, Copps Kill Cemetery and Terrace, the North End Park, and a
small playground adjacent to 1-B.chaelangelo School. From, the Copps Hill
Terrace,as well as from North End Park, there are fine views of the
vraterfront, U.S.S. Constitution, and Bunker Hill Monument.

Ironically, not even the North End Park offers direct access to
the harbor for this water surrounded peninsula corjnujiity. A high chain

-

link fence is located along the water's edge here. However, a recent
B.R.A. proposal to the Public Access Board of the Department of Natural
Resources calls for the construction of a boat landing and pier between
the existing park and the harbor line. l'?hile no boat launching facility
is proposed because of the lack of spa.ce, the facility would provide a

pleasant walkway, areas for pier fishing, and areas for sitting at the
harbor ' s edge

.

Open space in the second area -- generally betvreen Salem Street
and Hanover Street and south of Commercial Street -- is not continuous
but scattered. The major open space, Paul Revere Mall connects St.

Stephens Church, past the eq^uestrian statue of Paul Revere, through a

small coujrtyard to the Old North Chujcch. Directly adjacent to the mall
is the small Eliot School playground hidden behind a brick VTall. Farther
south between Prince Street and North Bennet Street is the Polcari play-
ground sujrrounded by private and parochial schools and churches, and other
private institutions. To the north of Paul Revere Mall are two addi-
tional but small playgrounds accessible from Charter Street — the
Charter Street and Foster Street playgrounds.
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Name Acres

Local Playgroimds

Worth End Beach and Playground
DeFilippo-— -— •--

Polcari--
Charter Street
Foster Street--

' 19-23 Cleveland Place (city-o-vmed foreclosures)-
Douglas Court

Subtotal

Public School Playgrounds

Eliot - •

Michaelangelo •

Subtotal

Local Parks

PauJ. Revere Ifell ~

Paul Revere >feill Extension (V^ite Fund)
Rachacl Revere Square • ••

Copps Hill Terrace-"

Subtotal

Cemcteiy

Copps Hill Cemetery

Grand Total

0.22
0.16

0.38

0.83
0.05
0.08
0.60

1.56

.2.0U_

9.^9
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The remaining public open space in the North End is
hardly negligible. It consists of Rachael Revere Square (.08 acres)
near Paul Revere ' s House on North Square and the Douglas Coiu^t play
area — an uninviting space of not more than .01 acres.

The many narrovr tvristing streets of the area provide
additional public open space for the competing needs of a.utomobiles and
trucks, shoppers and children.

In addition, the Freedom Trail vhich leads thousands of
tourists annually via a marked route to Paul Revere 's House and Old
North Church •vrinds circuitously through the narrow North End streets and
a fe\i public open spaces such as Paul Revere 1-iall. Several other sites

of architectural and/or historic interest are either on or near the
Freedom Trail route.

Vacant Land, Vacant Buildings & Parking Lots

An inventory of vacant land, vacant buildings and parking lots
vas made to determine the potential of utilizing some of these areas for
additional recreational and open space (see Report Four). The recent
survey3/ indicated that there were 70 vacant parcels and at least 8

vacant building parcels in the North End. Most of the lots vrere very
small and inaccessible by auto, but some adjacent vacant building par-
cels vrere as large as one-quarter of an acre. The following table pro-
vides additional infoimiation on the study.

VACAl'JT LA1>!D AJID BUILDnJGS AND PARI<:iIIG LOTS
IN THE NORTH ErJD

Area
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street System . The street system in the North Eiid, which pro-

vides for "both vehicular and pedestrian access plus parking, is congested

and difficult to negotiate. The congestion and confusion of this situ-

ation reaches its apex in the vicinity of the Central Artery, where vehi-

cular traffic to and fj-ora the tunnels and from Hanover Street and Salem

Street converge. Here they compete for right of way with shoppers and

Freedom Trail tourists destined to or coming from do'VTntovm Boston.

Although one pedestrian way exists under the elevated

expressvray at this point, it is grim, uninviting and difficult to find,

although it is m.arked as part of the Freedom Trail. Here the pedestrian

also has to compete vdth cars attempting to park in the parking lots

vender the expressway. In addition, the pedestrian is required to cross

busy Cross Street at grade to finally enter or leave the North End.

Pedestrian access points under the Central Artery are equally obscure in

other parts of the neighborhood.

In sum. pedestrian and vehicular access under the Central

Artery to and from the North. End is confusing, chaotic, dangerous, and

at best an unpleasant experience.
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1.

N _q_^_T H END RSCRE jA^ T_.3^£_N AND

OPEN. SPACE STUDY

This report is the sscond in a series of five reports as part

of a study of the recreation and open space facilities in the North End
of Boston. The titles of the separate reports are

:

POPULATICKT, HOUSING .IND LXm USE

II

im^ENTORY OF EXISTING SUPPLY OF REGKEATION
AI^iD OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

III

ADEQUACY, I\IEEDS AI© GOALS PERTAIfnNG TO
PJICREATION A!ID OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

IV

PRSLIIililARY PLAN PROPOSALS FOR RECREATION
AI'JD OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

V

PLAN IHPISrSNTATICN

This study vas undertaken by the Boston Redevelopment Authority
Planning Department to deternine an effective plan for the developnent of

more adeouate recreation and open space facilities in the densely built-up
North. End of do\mtov:n Boston.









2.

INTPODUCJflON

To better understand the recreation and open space needs in the
North End, it is important to know xfhat facilities of this type are avail-
able, their condition, activities and their programs. For this reason an
inventory of the existing supply of recreation and open space facilities
vias compiled. The inventory is presented in the following order:

PAGE

1. PUBLIC PARKS AND OPEN SPACES k

2. PUBLIC PMYPIELOS A?JD PLAYGROUNDS (including 8

improved foreclosed land)

3. PUBLIC SCHOOL PLAYGROUNDS 13

k, OTHER PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 1^

5. PRIVATE Al'iD PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 1?

6. PRIVATE AM) CHURCH AFFILIATED RECR-EATION FACILITIES 21

Under these six groupings the following applicable and available inforr^ation

is provided

:

Name
Location
Operating Agent
Year Constructed
Area
Landscape, Topography
Facilities
Activities
Program
Personnel
Users
Surrounding Land Use

Positive Features
Pi'oblems

O'bher CoMiients





3.

SUiv5M/mi: OF RECREATION AND OPEN
SPACE FACILITIES INVENTORY

Ty^e of Facility Nvimber Acres

Public Parks and Open Spaces

Public Play Fields and Playgrounds

Public School Playgrounds

Other Riblic Recreational Facilities

Private and Parochial Schools

Private and Church Affiliated Recreation Facilities

Total Public Outdoor Open Space ' 9.^+9

5





PUBLIC PMKS AND OPEN SPACES

1, Copps Hill Terrace

Location:

Operating Agent:

Tear Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography;

Facilities;

Activities

:

Prosram;

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Uset

Po s it ive Feature s

:

Problems

:

General Remarks:

2, Paul P-evere Kail

Location:

Operating Agent:

YedT Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topoj'raphy:

Facilities:

Between Coiranercial Street and Charter St.
near North End Park

City

1893

0,60 Acres

Terraced from top of Copps Hill to Comiaercial
Street, grass, paving, a few trees.

Shelter, steps

Children play, but there is no play equipment,
adults rest or stroll

None

None

Adults, children

School, cemetery, playground, police station

Topographic changes; fine views to vraterfront,
USS Constitution and Bunker Hill Mon^IraentJ

mature trees provide shaded areas

Stonework is soiled and sprayed on with paint,
landscaping is poor, paving and steps are
cracked.

Potential of this small park has been largely
ignored

Between Kanovar Street and Unity Street near
Tileston Street

City

1925

0.83 Acres

Brick paving, trees, flat

lavatories, benches, historic plaques, statue,
fountain





^.

Activities:

Program:

Personnol:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Features:

Problems

:

General Remarks:

3. Paul Revere Mall Extension

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape J Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Prograjn:

Personnel:

Users

:

Pedestrian activity as part of PVeedom Trail,

old men playing cards in one corner, mothers
with children sitting in sun nearer Hanover
Street, other children running, playing.

None — except as part of Freedom Trail for
tourists to folio;?

None

Old men, mothers and children, tourists

Churches, school, cor.norcial, residential

Visually links two picturesque old churches
via a landscaped mallj heavily vised by local
residents as it is centrally located

Paving is in disrepair; some trees have not

been replaced; vjalls and plaques are de-
faced with paint; area is strevm v;ith litter;

toilets are not clean

Because of hea^y use, area should receive
extra maintenance, especially since the

area is located on the ?\'eedGm' Trail, Needs
better landscaping care.

Between Unity Street and Old North Church

(13 Unity Street)

City (developed by TAjnite Fund)

Not available

0.05 Acres

Brick Paving, trees, flat

None

Pedestrian activity from Paul Revere I-all to
Old North Church

On Fi'eedom Trail routs

None necessary

Tourists, small children
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Surrounding Land Use

:

Pos i tive Fe ativr 3 s

:

Problems:

Gensral Remarks

r

k* Raphael Revere Spuare

Location:

Operating Agent

r

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Features:

Problcias

:

General Remarks:

Restored historic house, charch, small
bakery, church garden

Very pleasant space, provides access to
Old North Church from Paul Revere Mall

Itone

Seems to receive better maintenance than
Paul Revere Mall

North Square at North Street

City

19h$

0.08 Acres

Asphalt paving, brick wall,. flat, raised,
no landscaping

Benches built along wall, flagpole

Children play "pimple" ball games using vfall

as back board, m.others sit vdth babies

None

None

Children, mothers

Paul Revere 's House, historic Hichborn House,
residential, Callahan Tunnel Building

Small off street open space; potentially
attractive brick vrall

Walls are m.arked on v;ith spray paint j no
shaded sitting areas for hot da;/Sj no land-
scaping

Small space is heaidly used by children, es-
pecially during school recess at nearby St.

John School, Proximity to historic houses
makes good location for rest area for tourists
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5 . Copps Hill Cemetory;

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Arear

Landscape, Topop:raphy:

Facilities:

Activities

:

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use;

Positive Features:

Problems

:

General Remark

Hull Street at Snouhill Street

City

16$9

2. oil. Acres

Old tombstones, grass ^ few trees, paved
vralks, generally flat, top of hill

Bench

Residents and tourists strolling, children
playing

None

None

Chi],dren climb fences and play in ceraetei'y,

tourists

Residential, school, park

Large full trees provide shaded areas for

rela:-:ing in pleasant areaj good vievjs to

vraterfront and Charlestovm Nairy Yard, USS

Constitition and Bunker Hill Monumentj in-

teresting old toi/ibstones

Some \-jalls and tombstones have been defaced
v:ith paint or are broken o Grass needs cutting

Cemetery has park-like atmosphere and is of

historic interest. Gates are only open from

Hull Street* Charter Street gate is usually

locked prohibiting access to Copps Hill

Terrace from the cemetery, Gemeterj'- is noted

in Freedom Trail brochure, but not officially

part of the viallcing tour .





PUBLIC PMYFIELDS AMD PLAYGROUiJDS

(INCLUDING IMPROVED FORECLOSED PROPERTIES USED FOR PLAY)

le Charter Street Playground

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area

:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities;

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use;

Positive Featui-es:

Problems

t

General Remarks:

2, DeFillipo Playground

Location:

Operating -gent:

Year Constructed;

Area;

Charter Street at Greenough Lane

City

19hO

0.23 Acres

Asphalt paving, high chain-link fencing

Benches, one set of swings (no seats)

Older children playing ball throwing games,

mothers sitting vjith children in sun

None

None

Older children, mothers vjith children

Residential

Off-street open area; pedestrian passageway
along side of playground links Charter Street

with Coi-vimercial Street through interior of block.

Benches are broken, swings have no seatfj,

paving is in disrepair

Very unpleasant and uninviting playground,
nothing much to do in it.

Prince Street at Snoi-rhill Street

City

1937

1.13 Acres





I>andscape, Topography:

Facilities;

Activities:

Prograjm:

Tersonnel:

Users:

Surrounding I^nd Use

:

Positive Features:

Problems:

General temarks:

3. Douplas Court Play Area

Location;

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area;

Asplialt paving, no landscaping, mostly flat,
terraced at one end, chain link fences and
brick walls on all sides

Basketball court, sand box, benches, 2 six
unit swings, metal climber, concrete tubes,
tot-lot

Mothers sitting with children in tot-lot area,
older children playing ball games

None evident

One supervisor provided by city during summer
months

Kothers with babies, small children, older
children

Three and four story apartment buildings,
parking garage

Largest continuous open hard surface play area
in North Endj terraces and stone wall along
Snow Hill Street provide interest

Location of tot lot area interferes with older
children's ball games and takes up part of
continuous level open space which is rare in
the neighborhood. Tot lot area should be moved
to terrace levels. There are no shaded areas
for sitting or quiet play. Asphalt siu^face becomes
too hot on hot sunny days. Chain link fences
plus appearance of play equipment gives harsh,
unappealing appearance. Walls are defaced with
paint

Kothers remark that tot lot is dangerous as
kids fall off equipment on to hard asphalt.
Potential of this relatively large playground
is largely ignored

.

Entrance between Ih7-l)i9 Endicott Street, off-

street in interior of block

City

1952

0.03 Acres
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Landscape, Topo<^raphyr

Facilities:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Featui'es:

Problems

:

General Remarks:

Foster Street _Playg^lo_und_

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Areas

Landscape, Topography-

Facilities:

Activities:

Prograra:

Personnel:

Users

:

Surrounding Land Use:

Asphalt paving, flat

Benches, one light

None observed, except teen-age boys talking
(April, 1967)

None

None

Teen-age boys

Residential, St, Mary's Church across the street

Off street location, provides light and open

space for adjacent residences

Broken brick V7alls present unsightly appearance;

ground area not improved or landscaped; vjalls

marked v:ith spray paint

Presently a very unpleasant place; invites

trouble as area is secluded and unobservable
from street.

Foster Street near Coinmercial Street

City

1930

0.11 Acres

Asphalt paving, high chain link fence, flat

Swing sot (no sv.'ing seats)

Non3 observed, April 196?

None

None

None observed

Residential
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Positive Features:

Probleras

;

General Remarks:

5. North End Beach & Playground

Location:

Operating Agent

:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscapo, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Frogram:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Features:

Shape of play area lends itself to court
gsjnes, ioe», basketball

No seats on swing set; concrete surface is
not level j paint markings on walls; usually
dii-ty and littered although it was recently
cleaned up; no landscaping to soften harsh-
ness of hard surfaces, unsightly chain link
fencing

Very poorly eqiipped playground; nothing to
do; uninviting

kll Coiiimercial Street across from Copps Hill
Terrace

City

1893

3.6 acres (3.2 additional acres under vrater

to pier line)

Grass (well v?orn), paving for pool areas and
basketball courts, soft base for bocci courts^
no trees, flat

Pla^/field x^^ith two baseball diamonds and
bleachers (1.9 acres); two swinming pools and
bath house including showers, toilets and
dressing rooms (0.6 acres); one vrading pool
(0.08 acres); tot lot vjith slide and climber;
flagpole; and basketball coui't

Field Games, svjimming

Parks and Pony leagues use field for softball
games

Three life-guai'ds

300--1000 use pool on hot day, fields and courts
also -ETsll used

Police station, park, wholesale uses. Navy Yard
across harbor. Coast Guard and C02;i:aercial

Largest public open area in North End; water-
front location; good pool facilities; only
playfield facilities in neighborhood; across

street from Copps Hill Terrace and cemetery
and near junior high school
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Problems

:

General Remarks

:

6, Polcari Playground

Location:

Ojjerating Agent

:

Year Constructed.?

Area?

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Prograia:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Lane Use

:

Positive Features:

Problems

:

General Reriia.rks;

Playfield surface is vrorn; softball diajaonds

are incorrectly laid out in relation to sun;

and outfield area is tight; poor maintenance
of playfield area; no landscaping; no direct
access to waterfront because of fences

Good views of Nav;,'' Yard and harbor activities;
only playfield area is heavily used by organised
city vride recreation programs, which preempts
informal use by North End residents

Betvjeen Prince Street and North Bennet Street

City
.

1897

0.37 Acres

Asphalt paving, no trees, bushes or grass, flat

None

Heavily used by childz-en of all ages em^olled
in surrounding schools, "pimple" ball gam.es,

running, stand-sitting

None evident

None official, e?:cept nuns from adjacent
parochial schools

Pupils from schools, mothers vrith babies

Schools, church, gjTn, youth center, residential,

com.Tiercial

Heavily used because it is well located in

center of neighborhood and near schools and

other public and private recreational facilities;

because of its location in the middle of the

block, it allov.-s passage from Prince Street

to N, Bennet Street-

No play equipment; very noisy because of heavy
use during recess; no lighting; no landscaping

Children play "pimple" ball games against walls;

could be a "v^ry exciting play area if well-
equipped and designed. Any improvement icouJjd

guarantee heav^'' use'*
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7« Cleveland Place (foreclosed property)

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography

Facilities

:

Activities

:

Progrsjn

:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Features;

Problerp.s

:

General Remarks:

19-23 Cleveland Place

City of Boston (Ileal Property Dept,")

N. A.

O.OU Acres

Asphalt paving, flat

None

Children play handball against adjacent
brick v.-alls

None

None

Children of irnmGdiate neighborhood

Four-story apartment residential

Inner block open space; sunny area

No facilities or landscaping as it is not

an official playground operated by the city;

property is o^msd by City of Boston Real
Property Deptc through foreclcs^ore

These three vacant parcels vfere paved by the

city and provides a small public open area

in dense surroundings; potential opportunity
exists for private and public cooperation in

development and operation of this space .

PUBLIC SCHOOL PLAYC-ROUi®S

Ic Eliot Elementary School

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Condition

:

Area:

Charter Street near Kanover Street

City

1932

Fair

0,22 Acres in playground, total sits O.kl Aci^s
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Landscape J Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users

:

Surrounding La.nd Use:

Positive Features:

Problems:

General Remarks:

2 , MicheJ-ange lo Jr«, Hi^h School

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities;

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Asphalt paving, chain link fences, flat

None, except game courts, painted on asplialt,
i.e., hopscotch

Children playing hopscotch, etc.

None

Teachers supervise at recess

Pupils of Eliot School

Paril Revere Mall, fire station, residential

Adjacent to school and Paul Revere Mall

Too small

This school playground is separated from
Paul Revere Mall by a gate - most of the

time vjhich is locVced, Also, it is near
Charter St, Playground

Charter Street at Michelangelo St.

City

1919. Additions: gymnasium in 1921, audi-
toriiom in 1930

0.16 Acres of playground-parking lot, total
site 0,lt7 acres

Asphalt paving, flat

Nothing outside. Small 30' x 50' gym with
basketball loops inside

—

-gym also used for
volley ball» Auditorium v.ath stage and service
rooms.

None observed in playground

None

None

Elementally school-age children v;ho are enrolled
in special classes for retarded children at

junior high school
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Surrounding; Lane Use:

Positive Features:

Problems;

General Remarks

:

Residential, cemetei^y

Open area is adjacent to school building

Outside area is used primarily as parking
lot for teachers; no expansion possibilities;
indoor facilities are obsolete. All re-
creation facilities are totally inadequate
for a junior high school,

Hiysical Education instructors supervise
Softball games at North End Park daring
school day afternoons. This junior high
school has a history of decreasing enrollment.

OTHER PUBLIC RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

1, Cutillo Skating Rink (Ice)

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed;

Area:

Landscape, Topography;

Facilities:

Prog7:am:

Personnel:

Users;

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Features:

Stillman Street off Sa]i3n Street

Metropolitan District Coimiissionj city ovms
land

1961

0.2Q Ac?;es

100/0 building coverage, no landscaping, flat

Ice SVrating rink -with a roof; temporarily
closed

None at present

A detective agency is under contract v?ith

M.D.C, to protect the property from 10 aem,
to 10 p.m, daily

The ice rink is used by small children as
a roller skating rink vjhile the iceMtiaking
mechanism is broken. Also, St. Kary School
pupils use it at recess - the guard lets the
kids in to play .

Residential and coLinercial

Nevjest recreational facility in the North End
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Problems

:

General Remarks

:

Rink is poorly located on a small site in

the midst of residential and commercial uses.
Damaged mechanisms Cc.used amonia leaks from
ice making machine. Noise from kids waiting
to get in facility is objectionable to
StilltTian Street residents. Rink v/as i-jell

used ifhen first opened but attendance declined
more recently before it was closed, Morton
Street side is strewn with litter, broken
glass, etc.

The City of Boston 0T^Tls the land upon vjhich

the $100,000 N.D.C. facility is built. Cur-
rently, M.D.C, is planning to rc-open the

rink this winter by i-epairing the amonia

ice making mechanism at a cost of about

$8,000. Also, M.D.C. is making an effort to

find additional land space adjacent to the

facility for a ;^ax"m,ing room and sanitajry

facilities.

2, North Bennet Street Public
Batli^ (fJl^i^ZJi^

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users

:

30 North Bennet Street, major entrance from
Polcari Playground,

City.

1906.

0,1)4 Acres.

ALmost IOOI buildinr: coverage, no landscaping,

flat.

Public bath, gym on third floor, locL^er room,

and showers for gym on second floor, basket-

ball court in gym.

Bathing, basketball, boxing.

North 'Cnd Athletic Association uses it for

their basketball program; Central High School

uses gym four tim.es a vieek for physical

education classes.

Tv;o, full time.

Teenage boys playing basketball, general

public m,ay also use public baths.

Surrounding Land Use: Schools, playground, residential
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Positive Features:

Problems

;

General Remarks;

Combination of public gym and shoijor facilities
aids in fulfilling a basic recreation and health
need, in the neighborhood.

Gymnasium and shower facilities appear soiled
and antiquated; grim interior environment be-
cause of drab soiled appearance.

There is a great deal of demand for the small
gjTTi facility by N.E.A.A., Central High School
and other neighborhood groups who do not
possess gymnasium facilities. Although atten-
dance of shO'ver facilities is slipping, there
apparently is enough demand for such public
bath facilities in the neighborhood to not
warrant abandonment.

PRIVATI3 At-ID P.AROCHIAL SCHOCIS

1. North Eennet Street Industrial School

Location:

Operating Agent

:

Year Constinicted:

Lot Size:

LandFcape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Featiires:

ProbleiTuS

:

General Remarks:

39 North Eennst Street

Private

1916 or earlier

0.13 Aci^es

None, practically lOQ'a lot coverage, flat

Gym, small playground outside with basket hoops

Basketball, badminton, bov;ling (use ccmriercial

alley)

Run a sumn?r program for boys and girls at camp

6 full~tLme and 2^ part-time

N.E.A.A, boys and students of school

Ftesidential

Provides several social, educational and re-

creational services in the North End

Limited budget to provide reci'eational services;

limited possibility of expanding sraall outdoor

open space

Old school building with practically no open

space around it; runs several social services

like a settlement house .
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2, Central Hig?i School (composed
of Christophei' Columbus High
School (Boys) and Julie Bill,art

High School (Prjjls))

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Program

:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use:

Positive Featui-es:

Problaras:

General Remarks

:

20 Tile st on Street

Archdiocese

1916 or earlier

0,5U acres totalj 0.29 acres is open area
but most is used for parking

None, flat

Small gyranasium; class rooras for club meetings;
cafeteria for dances;

Boys basketball at gyri at Public Bath across
the street four times a week between 2-3 p»m.j
girl's basketball at nearby Christopher
Colimbus Recreation Center, also cheerleading,
educational and re].lgious clubs

Limited athlatic program for girls, primarily
after school; besides use of gjTn at public
bath, boys have annual field day at North End
Peach and Playground and Charlesbanlc,

k mole teachers serve and supervise athletic
program for boys; also the girls athletic
program is supervised by one part time gym
teacher and one part time basketball coach

Central High Students

Residential, playground, public bath, monastary

Only high school facility in North End

Difficulty in arranging for ample gymnasium
time-space for boys at gyn at the public bath
for a well rounded atliletic program.

Boy's principal would like to make fiill use of
public bath house gym and remodel it for gym'

and auditorium purposes. He says there needs to
be more siipervised recreational programs at
playgrounds and gain more adequate opera.tional
financing rather than m.ore capital outlays for
playgrounds in North End. Sister Dsnise,
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3* St. 4nthony Schoql(Grad3S K-f

Location;

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use;

Positive Features:

Problems

:

General Remarks

:

principal of the girlo' division, vievjed girls'

indoor prograra needs as art classes, bi-lingual
reading specialist, and expansion oi" extra
curricular program. She also said there is

need for an adult education program in North End,

53 Pi'ince Street

Archdiocese

Early 1900 's

O.Iih Acres

None , flat

Use outdoor Polcari Playground, no gymnasivmi

or activities room, som.e teachers use Boston
University Channel 3B programs for physical
exercise for 15 minutes a day

Ball gaires, hopscotch, fete

None

Teachers supervise at recess in Polcari
Playground

Pupils (as v/ell as many adults in area)

Playground, public bath, residential, youth

center

School is adjacent to a public playground;
building is in fair condition

No indoor recreation facilities

This very old school with no indoor recreational
facilities is making use of vfhat facilities are

available (i.e., Polcari Playground) during
school hours* After school, activities are not

planned by school, but children use facilities

at North End Union and North End Park,
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^* St. John School (Grades K-8)

Location:

Oj)erating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities

:

Activities:

Program:

Personnel;

Users

:

Surrounding Lane Use:

Positive Features:

PrdbleKS

:

General Remarks

:

5« St. I'iarj School (Grades K-8)

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Ai^ea:

Landscape, Topography:

9 Koon Street

Archdiocese

Before 1911

0.37 Acres

None, flat

None

Jump rope, hopscotch on streets (See General
Remarks

)

None

None

None

Church, residential

School building is in good condition as it
has recently been remodelled

No outdoor playspace

Three adjacent streets are blocked off par-
tially from traffic and guarded by a police-
man to provide a play area for school children
at lunch time. These streets are Hoon Street,
Sun Court Street and part of Lewis Street,
Also children play at Rachel Revere Square and
in North Square if it is supervised. Sun Court
Street is not used by vehicles too much as there
are no residents on the one block street vjhich

require access

33 Stillmp.n Street

Archdiocese

N.A.

0.32 Acres

None , flat
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Facilities:

Activities:

Prograsds

:

Personnel:

Users:

Surroiinding Land Use;

Positive Featiores:

Problems:

General rtemarks

:

None, but use Knights of Columbus yard and
Cutillo Skating Rink during recess for
playground space

Hopscotch, small ball games

None

Teachers supervise at recess

Pupils

Residential, skating rink

School is old but in fair condition

No adequate indoor recreational facilities
or outdoor adjacent play space

Extremely old school building v?hich is only
being half-used. There is an old gym on top
floor but is not utilized as that part of the
building is closed.

PRIVATE Mm CHURCH AFFILIATED RECREATIONAL FACILITIES

1, Christopher Colunibus Youth Center

Location:

Operating .Agent:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities

:

Activities:

Progrnra:

llh Prince Street and Parnsnter Street

Archdiocese

19?0

0.82 Acres

Asphalt paving of all open s^^ace aroimd
building, so;ae of open space is used for
parking, flat

GyiTi, audit or iui'i, basketball court, volleyball
net, badi.iinton net

Basketball, gymnastics, volleyball, cerajnics,

badminton

The gym is used by schools and athletic groups
in the North End. Central High uses it for
varsity basketball gaiiies and g^mi classes. The
N,E.A.A, and Pop V/arner's league uses the gym

also for their league basketball games. Other

rooms in the center are used for adult education

ceramic classes as vjell as for meetings by
other groups -
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Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use;

Positive Features:

Problems

:

General Rernarks:

2. Bethel Christian Center

Location:

Operating Agent

:

Year Constructed:

Area:

Landscape, Topography:

Facilities:

Activities

:

Progran:

Personnel:

Teachers from Central High are part time
supervisors during the school's physical
education activities, N.E.A.A, and Pop
Warner personnel supervise their oi-rn games,
father Pius of Central High is the Director
of the Youth Center

Central High School students, other group
members

Library, residential, comn-:ercial, schools

Largest and newest gjinnasium in the North End.
Building is in very good condition with
excellent recreation facilities

Since the gym is in high demand, there are
difficulties in coordinating the use of the
facility by the various groups

Father Pius remarks that groups such as the
North TCnd Union, North Snd Athletic Associationj
the North Bennet Street Industrial School and
others concerned with recreation in the North
End should get together and coordinate their
activities so they do not compete for the
limited recreation space in the neighborhood.

332 Hanover Street

Baptist Church

1911 or earlier

0.12 Acres

None , flat

Playroom

Gymnastic, volleyball, weight-lifting, vTrestling,

basketball

Recreation clubs after school, games, crafts

Four full-time professional staff, three
part-time staff members

Users: Approximately 300 children a vjeek
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Surrounding Land Use

:

Positive Features:

Problems

:

General Remarks:

X

Corarercialj school

Provides important recreational and social
services to the conrrnu-iity. Recreation
facilities ai^e small but adequate

None mentioned in. int(5rview

The Bethel Center uses other facilities for
basketball because they have none large
enough for the sport. Building is v;ell

located on Hanover Street not fai^ from
Polcari Playground and schools

3 • North End Union (Settlement House

)

Location

:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Lot Sise:

Landscape, Topography:

Facili.ties:

Activities

:

Program

:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding Land Use;

Positive Features:

20 Parmenter Sti^eet

Benevolent Fraternity of Unitarian Churches
(Shares in United Fund)

1916

0.11 Acres

None , flat

Two gyms, ga^ne rooms, shovrers, meeting rooms,
auditorium and stage, kitchen and offices

Parties, dances, ganies, spscial interest classes,
gymnastics, weight-lifting, wrestling, basket-
ball, soccer, senior citizen activities

Outdoor program i-vses city' parks and programs
and Camp Parker for both boys and girls. In-
door prograra includes individual and team ac-
ti\'ities as arranged. The N.E.U, cooperates
with the N.E.A.A, and its organized athletic
prograifis.

Three full-time professional staff, 1? part-
time workers, 3?-li5 volunteers

1000-1100 people; 1/2 over 18 years

Residential, library

The NeS,U, provides space for m.any North End
social and welfare goups and agencies and per-

forms a community center type function for the

neighborhood

.
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Problems:

General 'Remai''ks

;

Ue Knights of Colu-mbus

Location:

Operating Agent:

Year Constructed:

Condition:

Area:

Landscape, Topo^^raphy:

Facilities:

Activities:

Prop;rajn

:

Personnel:

Users:

Surrounding L?n.d Use

:

Positive Features:

Problems:

General Remarks:

Additional operating funds are needed to
expand the gym program. The building is

old but in good conclii.ion.

The N.E.U. vould like to remwlel their
building to have more usable space

i

hl-l43 N. Margin St.

Knights of Coli-unbus (fraternal organization)

1921;

Good

,314 acres total, ,27 acres out-doors

None , flat

One gym, pool room

Varied for memibers only

None for adjacent outdoor yard surrounding
building; St, I'ary School students use yard
for play during recess

N.A.

Ch-m merdbers

Residential

Has some open space in dense surroundings

None mentioned in interview

Planning to expand recreational facilities

for ov.-n members ;jithin building
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IliTRODUCTION

Report One of this North End Recreation and Open Space Study
contributed background infomation on the neighborhood's population,
housing and land uce characteristic c. Report Tv;o included a complete
inventoiy of all private and public open space and recreation facilities
vjithin the North End. 'fliis third report analyses these facilities in

tcrm.G of their adequacy in meeting the recreation and open space needs
of over 11,000 residents in the North Etid area of Boston.

It is important to determine the adequacy of outdoor recreation
and open space facilities as veil as indoor recreation facilities in
terms of quantity, quality and need, before developing specific goals
and proposals for improvement and expansion. This analysis can aid in

the formulation of proposals vrhich are most beneficial to the people in

the neighborhood and in the determination of priorities for implementation,

Both outdoor and indoor recreation facilities vere analysed. The

follo\riP^ aspects of outdoor recreation v.'-ere examined;

. Total Amoui'it of Open Space

. Individual Sizes of Outdoor Recreation Areas

. Types of Outdoor Recreation and Open Space
Areas

. Activities and Facilities at Outdoor Recreation
Areas

. Condition of Facilities

. Outdoor Recreation Programs
, Location of Parks and Playgrounds in Relation
to Population and Orientation to Waterfront

. Pedestrian Connections of Open Space

. Relationship of Outdoor Recreation Areas to

Historical and Architectural Features
. Su'-iiinary of Outdoor Recreational Facilities in

the North End
. Outdoor Recreation Needs

This is followed by an analysis of indoor recreation facilities
^

vhich included:

. Types of Indoor Recreation Facilities

. Location in Relation to Population

. Location in Relation to Schools

. Activities and Facilities

. Condition

. Programs
, Sup.Lmary of Indoor Recreation Facilities

. Indoor Recreation Needs

Follo^fing this analysis of both outdoor and indoor recreational

facilities, general goals vere formulated to aid in determining proposals

for the actual development of existing and for additional recreational

facilities in the PJorth End.





2.

OUTDOOR RECRE'VTION AlfO OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

Total Aniount of Open Sp:rtc e

Tlaere are about 92' acres of open space in the ilorth End, of which

7j acres are in local parks and playgrounds and public school playgrounds.

Recreation standards reviewed indicate that, for a neighborhood of 11,000
persons at a density of over 300 persons per jcesigentialacre, this amount

appears inadeq^uate. In fact, less than one aci'e is devotccf^ these local

facilities in both Boston and the North End.*

General recreation standards, however, are usually not as appli-

cable to high density neighborhoods such as the North End where the

availability of land for recreation purposes is extrenely limited. These

standards are more useful as general guidelines for overall city planning,

especially in the planning of imdeveloped land.

Individual Sizes of Outdoor Recreation Areas

Rather than the application of generalized recreation standards,

a r.orc realistic appraisal of recreation facilities in high density neigh-

borhoods is detennined by fitting recreational activities desired to the

space available to accor.Eiodate them. V-Tiile total land in local parks and

playgrounds appear inadeciuate in the North End, playfield areas for field

games for older children and young adults are more inadequate than the

sinaller spaces fo activities of younger children.

Only two of the playgrounds are over one acre in size (North End

Beach and Playground and DeFillippo Playground). T\jo others are betvreen

one-ciuarter and one-third of an acre in size (Charter Street Playground

and Polcari Playground, respectively). The three remaining play areas are

only a few hundred square feet in size.

The two-acre playfield area at North End Beach and Playground is

the only play area \rLth turf area for field gajnes. Tne outfield area of

these two softball diamonds merge and create a tight situation for ball

playing. Also, the tvro softball fields are heavi.ly used by organized

athletic programs, making informal use of the field difficult at certain

times of the year. Additional playfield areas are needed for North End

teenagers and young adults.

DeFili'ppo is the only other playground \Tith an area large enough

for field gamesj however, the surface is not grass but paved. In addi-

tion, the open area is interrupted by the play lot which is poorly situ-

ated in the flat open area making it difficult to engage in field go.mes

and a-eating a potentially hazaixlous condition for those in the play lot

area.

Space wise, zc::\e-'f the other playgrounds are large enough to

support basketball coui't facilities at one playground and play lot equip-

ment at others. Only the North End Beach and Playground and DeFilippo

0.85 acres per 1000 persons in Boston and O.63 acres per 1000 persons in

the North JCnd.





Pinycirou -.d aro lar^c encur^h to s\ipport a good rsni;,e of active and pac-cive

recreation facilities. The rcinaininc play areas are lar^c enough only for

limited activities. However, most of the playcroiinds aro close enounh to

one another that limited activities at each does not appear unreasonable.

Types of Outdoor Recreat

i

on and Onen Space Areas

The llorth End has a variety of outdoor recreation facilities;

including one small playfield, tvro s^'dnnriing pools, six small playgrounds

(one of vhich includes a play lot), several small parks, a 300-year-old

park-like cemetery, at least a h'llf dozen significant historic sites and

buildings, and a fairly ncv/ skating rink which is cui'rently closed.

It appears from first glance tliat the North End is well supplied

vrith outdoor recreation facilities. A closer look indicates that the

condition of most of the facilities is poor and the play activities at

some of the recreation facilities are limited. In sum, the outdoor recre-

ation facilities in the Ilorth End are varied, but in poor condition or

ill-eq.uipped, creating a totally deficient supply despite the variety in

types of facilities.

Activities and Facilities at Outdoor Recreation Areas

Only three of the play areas have play equipment (Korth End Beach

and Playground, DeFilippo and Charter Street), Tne remaining foua- are

merely paved open areas either sixrroimded by chain link fencing or walls

of buildings.

The Horth End Esach and Playground, in terms of the facilities

it provides such as a playfield area and s^Timiiilng pool, serves a larger

area than the imjnediate neighborhood. Other facilities, such as the

basketball courts, boccie courts and spray pool area^, sei-ve a more

neighborhood level function. This dual function creates conflicts in the

use of the playfield area vrhen neighborhood and non-neighborhood groups

desire to use the limited facility. Programmed use of this playfield or

provision of additional playfields in the North End seem necessary to

accommodate popular field gaine activities desired,

Tne other playgrounds in the North End serve primarily the imjtie-

diatc neighborhood. \Ihlle most of the areas are poorly equipped and are

generally unpleasant, there is sufficient space to provide a variety of

outdoor activities for children and adults of several age groups. Such

activities as basketball, handball, climbing, resting, sliding, etc.,

can be provided through good design and appropriate development.

The only other outdoor recreational facility in the North End is

the Cutillo Seating Rinli operated by the Metropolitan District Corraisslon,

Cui-rently, the facility is closed becauso of vandalism destruction of the
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ice-p.aking mechanicra. M. D.C. is planning to re-opcn the facility this
skatinc season by repairing the liicchani srn . Unfortunately, the rink is
very sraall and poorly sitcJ for a i.'ictropolitan recreational facility.
The structiure is crowded on a site no larger than one-third of an acre.
Most full-size M.D. C. skating rinks are located on sites. of at least
one acre. Also, the skat3.ng rini: is not compatible vath the surrounding
residential and co:;anercial uses because of noise and access problems.

Condition of Facilities

Although the parks are heavily used, they are in deteriorating
condition. For example, the paving at Paul Revere Mall and Copps Hill
Terrace is cracked or missing in several spots. Sorne of the walls at

these and other parks are defaced vith spray paint. The landscaping has
not been maintained or replaced vhere needed. All these factors give a

rather ragged look to most of these parks in spite of their location
to historic sites ox fine views.

Tne playgrounds are in far vrorse condition. Vfl:iere facilities do
exist, most of them are either uninviting or in disrepair. For instance,
the tot lot area in DeFilippo is avoided on sunny hot days as the heat is
unbearable because of the unshaded asphalt sua:face. The seats are missing
from svriLng sets in other playgrounds. Alraost everin-/here vrhere benches are
provided they are broken. Likewise, most playgrounds are surrounded by
the same, rusted, prison-like chain link fencing. Vfhile obvious vanda-
lism has occu:cred at these playgromids, no attempt has been made to maintain
existing equipment, add ncvr kinds of imaginative play apparatus or fencing,
provide adequate supervision, or improve the environment through land-
scaping.

In sum, the parks and playgroimds in the Ilorth End are generally
in poor condition because of the lack of equipment, inadequate supervision,
poor maintenance, and vandalism.

Outdoor Recreation Prograins

During the su-mraer of 19^7? the Parks and Recreation Department
conducted a recreation program at the Ilorth End Beach and Playground.
Foiu:* play leaders vere assigned and supervised activities such as arts and
craf"ts, various trips, youth games such as bowling, track and field and
basketball. A recreation program vras not conducted in the spring, nor
will one occur this fall at this area, prim.arily because of budgctaiy
reasons. However, several Pop Warner Football League games are scheduled
for this field this fall.

One playleader v/as assigned to DeFilippo Plaj'ground during the
day this sum-mer, but she was transferred to another area because of small
attendance.





other orcanizaticns in the North End conducted recreation pro-
graiiiG \riLthin and outside the neighborhood. The North End Coimnunity Action
Pro2ra.Ti conducted evening recreation programs at five playgrounds in the
neighborhood. Activities included softball and baseball at the North End
Beach and Playgromid, basketball at DeFilippo and volleyball, bad)ninton,
checkers, and other games at the above playgrounds as vrcll as at Polcari,
Rachael Revere Square and. Foster Street. Tlie program was vrcll attended
and successful.

The North End Union operated a sumTier caiip program at Ca^.p

Parker.

Location of Parks and Playgrounds in Relation To Schools

Only the t\ro public scliools in the North End have playground
facilities on the site, however, both are sraall and inadeqviate. The
Eliot Elementary School has a small school yard vrith small children's
court games painted on a paved sui'face. Other open areas such as the
Paul Revere I-Iall and Charter Street Playgroujid are adjacent to or across
the street from the school,, however,

Michelangelo Junior High School has a small open area adjacent to
the school, but it is primarily used as a parking lot for teachers. One
small park and two playgrounds are vrithin easy wall:ing distance from the

school.

None of the parochial schools have playgrounds at their sites,

but some are close to sraall public playgrounds and open spaces. St.

Anthony Elementary School and Central High School are adjacent to Polcari
Playground, but the High School does not have its ovm playfield. St.

John Elementary School pupils use Rachael Revere Square and surrounding
streets which are closed to traffic and guarded by policem.en at recess.
St. l-Iary School uses the Cutillo Rinl-i structure as an indoor playground
and the sm.all yard at the Kiiights of Colujnbus building at recess. All
these areas are supervised during recess periods.

None of the outdoor recreation facilities make use of the North
End's enviable location along the waterfront. Not even at the North End
Beach and Playground, which is located along the water, are there facil-
ities for boating, fishing or promenading. A high chain link fence cuts

off actual use of the vraterfront for such activities.

Fine views of historic sites and waterfront activities in Charles-

to^m are available from Copps Hill. However, no effort has been made to

lirik the historic sites of the North End -vrlth Charlesto-i-m via water or

pedestrian access.

Pedestrian Corinoctions of Orien Sprees

Trie linking of open spaces can create a continuous arrangement of
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parks and playci'oundr; which:

-- enables pedestrians to vralk through a continu-
ous pleasant and landscaped area vrlth niinimuin

disturbance from street traffic;

-- enables children to pass through the interior
of city blocks to reach other recreation facil-
ities or ether points of interest;

-- creates impressive settings for important his-
toric and architectui^al sites, and

-- adds to the pleasantness and safety of a' neigh-
borhood.

There are throe areas in the North End in vhich open spaces are

adjacent and form continuous open space links, VJith some improvement
these links can be made stronger by landscaping or paving treatment, and

can add to the pleasantness of the street life so characteristic of the

neighborhood.

The first area consists of a large area which connects DcFllippo

Playground v/ith the North End Beach and Playground via Copps Hill Burying
Ground and Copps Kill Terrace, L^jor obstacles to this linking include
the drab appearance of DeFilippo Playground, the sometimes locked gates
at Copps Hill Cemetery even during the day, and busy and vide Commercial
Street

.

Tlie second area consists primarily of the Paul Revere Mall, vrhich

visually and physically links tvo IJorth End landmarks - Old North Church

and St. Stephen's Church. Together \rith the courtyards sujrrounding Old

North Church a pleasant area for strolling and relajcing has been developed,

A third continuous open area exists in the midst of several

schools, private indoor recreational facilities and the branch library.

It is possible in this area to walk through the center of t\io busy blocks
from Polcari Playground through the outdoor paved area of the Colujnbus

Youth Center to reach the North End Union or public library on Parmenter

Street. Part of the Columbus Center area is used for parking.

In the final plan for recreation and open space facilities in

the North End, opportvmity for continuing and expanding these pleasant
vralkways should be considered.

Relationship of Outdoor Recreation Areas to Historical and

Architectural Featvires

Many of the North End's architectural and historical features are

located near outdoor recreational areas and are enhanced by them. Copps
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Hill Euryinc Groimd overloolts Copps Hill Terrace and the ?Jorth End Beach
and Playground. Old I'lorth Church and St. Stephen's Church front on

Paul Revere I-lall. Historic buildings on North Square are adjacent to
Eachael Revere Square.

Tliese public park areas not only are used by the residents of
the area but by r.any toiu'ists vho come into the neighborhood to visit
the historic sites. V/liile this is a compatible relatioviship, tourism in

the area causes one situation which is undesirable. The parking of

tourist busses on Hanover Street not only causes noxious odors aud traf-
fic problems, but interferes v;ith the view of the two churches at either
end of Paul Revere Mall. Bus parking is handled somewhat better at North
Square where the busses park away from the area on North Street. Tliere

seems to be a need to provide either on or off street parking sites for
these busses which are not directly in front of the historic sites v^hlch

attract them.

Suiiroary of Outdoor Recreational
^
Facilities in the Ilorth End

The ilorth End appears to have an appropriate sxioiuit of total open
space for the area, but not enough of it is in arnple-sized playgrounds and
playfields. The neighborhood is especially deficient in adequate -sized
playfields and well-equipped, maintained and landscaped playgrounds. Foot-
ball and Softball activities, as vrell as basketball and s'^-riimriing, are mainly
accommodated at one play area (iTorth End Beach and Playground). Field
games are not accoiimodated elsewhere because of lack of space. Most
playgrounds do not contain basketball hoops, I^cilities, if any, and sua'-

faces at all playgrounds ai-e in poor condition. Facilities in the small
parks are in slightly better shape. The parks and playgrounds are gener-
ally well located in relation to population and schools, with few excep-
tions. The Cutillo Sliating Rink is not well Located because of a small
site. Only one recreation area is located well in relationship to the
VTaterfront, but no direct water access is possible. Daj^time recreational
programs are conducted only during the summer at one playground, while
early evening programs are conducted at five playgrounds. Although three
open space areas are continuous, their links could be strengthened to
extend the park system to the streets. The parks are well located in

relationship to adjacent historical and architectural sites.

Outdoor Recreation ITeeds

The follovdng list attempts to surranarize the outdoor recreation
needs of the Ilorth End which are based on the inventory -- this analysis
of enlisting facilities and discussions with lloi'th End residents:

1. Additional playfield space for use by -Horth End

residents and not as part of city-wide league

play.

2. Better equipment and maiiitenance at all existing

playgrounds

.





3. AdJitional playci'Oiindr., if fcacible, especially
in couthem and eastern blocks of the nclchbor-
hoods v.'hcro only one siT^.all park exists.

k. More supervised outdoor recreation programs at

more plfycrouiids.

5. Better pro^^ra-nned use of limited playfield facil-
ities at North Eiid Beach and Playground for
organized leagues.

6. AdditionaJL places to sit or congregate in land-

scaped rest parks in busy sections and in play-
grounds VTith play lots.

7. Better located and larger skating rink which ir.ay

acconunodate both roller and ice skating ajid be in

use year-round.

8. Access to vraterfrcnt for sitting and boating
activities including limited mooring and launch-

ing facilities.

9. General beautification of area by cleaning up

parks, appropriate placement of street trees, and

better landscaping of all public areas.





IITDOOR KI'CR'.illTION FACILITIES

T^roeG of Indoor Recreation Facilltlcc

Tnere are several types of indoor recreational, facilitico in the

North JCnd, including six available gyianasiums,* tvro auditoriiuaG , one

public bath, rooms \rlth facilities for {jymnastics, vnrestling and weight-

lifting, and rooms for hobbies, arts and crafts, and email meetings.

Tliese facilities are located in a bath and gym, schooD.s, and in several

private and church-affiliated neighborhood organizo,tions.

Location in Relation to PoTiulation

Many of the gyinnasiui.: and other indoor facilities, vhich are

heavily used, are vrell located near the center of the neighborhood

aroimd Polcari Playground. Most of the population of the North End is

vrithin easy walking distance of several indoor recreational facilities

located at the North Esnnett Street Public Path atid Gym, Columbus Youth

Center, the North End Union, the Bethel Center, and the North Bennet

S-creet Industrial School. These five institutions house the major indoor

recreational facilities available to North Enders.

An additional gynmasium, auditorium, industrial arts workshop,

a se-.ang room s.nd food room is located in the heavily populated norther

end of the neighborhood, at Michelangelo Junior High School.

Location in Relation to Schools

Qnly two schools arc well located near the indoor recreational

facilities. St. Anthony School and Central High School are within a few

feet of the public bath end gym and the Columbus Youth Center. St. Mary
School, St. John School and the Eliot School are '.nlthin three blocks of

these facilities. Michelangelo Jvmior High School is farthest from this

center, but the school has its o'.m facilities.

The location of these facilities away from several schools is not

too critical because these facilities are used primarily after school

hours, and the North End is easily walkable from all points.

Activities and Facilities

Basketball is cleorl;/ one of the most pop\'.l?.r indoor ectivitics

Located at Ilichelongelo Jur.ior High School, public bath. North Bennet

Street Industrial School, Central High School, ColvrabuG Youth Center

and Nort'n End Union.
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in tlic neighborhood and is played wherever hoops exist. The game is
played prinarily in the I.'orth Bonnet Street Public Bath and Gym, the
Colixnbus Yo'dth Center, tlie Korth End Union, the Ilorth Bennet Street
Induntrial School and the ILIchelan^elo Juiiior Ilich School. Volleyball,
also popular, is played in most ciT.is.

Boxing, V7restlin£i, gynciasticG and veightlifting are accoinip.odated

at the ITorth End Union, the Columbus Youth Center and Bethel Center.

I'eeting roons are available at nost facilities, including two
auditoriu:ns located at Ilichelanselo Junior High School and the North Ehd
Union.

Hobby roo:ns and craft workshops are located at the North End
Union, the Bethel Center, Korth Bennet Street Industrial School and
f-tLchelangelo.

Sho'.rer facilities, ser^ang an irriportant health function in the
ITorth End, are located at the Public Bath.

In brief, the indoor recreational facilities accommodate a

variety of activities in several locations, however, there is no central
coiiiniunity center where most of the activities could be better coordinated
and accommodated in nev; anple size facilities.

Condition

All but one of the existing indoor recreational facilities are
old, small, and in fair to poor condition. The Christopher Colunbus
Youth Center is relatively ne\T and in good condition. All of the facil-
ities are in heavy use because of great demand, especially the basketball
courts. The one public and all the remaining private facilities are opera-
ted on limited budgets. The lack of maintenance and improvements of these
facilities, coupled \rith their old age and over use, has contributed to
their gradual deterioration.

The only public gyir'. in the neighborhood, the Public Bath, is ^

heavily used for team sports, yet no spectator space is provided. Gymnas-
tics apparatus is located over the basketball coiirt and when in use,

basketball cannot be played. The showers at this facility, while penti-
ful, are in poor condition and an unsanitary condition may exist in spite
of periodic cleaning and maintenance. Fnile the showers in the Public
Bath serve a heavy demand in the ITorth End, the facility has experienced
declining attendance.

However, limited im.provem.ents have maintained the utility of
these facilities for use by ITorth Enders of all ages.





1.1.

Prof^ranj:

Tiicre are r.cvora] orcjwi.r'cd recfuation pro^ra'aj. prinarily based
on "basl^efball, conducted at the indoor recreational facilities in the
llorth F.nd.

Tlic Worth End AtHetic Acc^ociation (IJ.E.A.A. ) conducts evening
backetball procrains at cjias in the llorth Bennet Street Industrial School,
the Public Bath Gym, and the Coliuubus Youth Center. Eadiainton is played
at the Ilorth Bennot Street School, ajad a bovlin^ prorra:.-!- is conducted at
commercial bovrling lanes.

Central High School uses the gyi-n at the Riblic Bath foui' times a
\recl: and the gy!;i at Christopher Colujnbus Youth Center.

Bethel Christian Center conducts recreational clubs after school
including games and crafts. They also operate a kindergarten service in
a playroom.

Tlie North End Union (ll. E.U. ) indoor progran includes indi\d.dual

and team activities such as basketball in its ovm and other facilities.
Tae Ij.E.U. cooperates 'vrith K.E.A.A. and its organized athletic programs.

Evening School and Evening Center programs ai-e conducted tvrice

a week at Michelangelo Junior High School by the Adult Education Division
of the Boston Public Schools System. The E\'-ening School offers academic
course and the Evening Center operates activities in the industrial arts
workshops, the food room and the sevang room. In addition, groups are
permitted to use the gyimiasium in the evening through arrangements \ri.th

the extended use of Public Schools prograjn.

Although there are several gyrrnasiun facilities in the neighbor-
hood, the great demand for available basketball courts has created pro-
gramiTiing problems for schools and organizations vrhich conduct programs
at the available limited facilities. Some of the private organizations
would like to expand their recreational prograjns but cannot because of
lack of space and budget. i!ew facilities in the form of gymnasiums,
showers and special and multi-purpose rooms are needed in the IJorth End
to permit expansion of needed programs and to meet the heavy demands of
the residents of the Ilorth End, Consideration should be given to provide
such facilities in a public community center where neighborhood recre-
ational activities could be expanded and better coordinated in a central-
ized location.

Summary of Indoor Recreation Facilities

There are several tj'^oes of indoor recreational facilities in-
cluding g^iciasiui.'S, auditoriui.i.s, craft rooms, and meeting roo:.i3 in the
I.'orth End. Most of the facilities are small and in fair-to-poor condi-
tion. One new major private facility is in excellent condition. Ttie

facilities are vrell located, in terir.s of population sei'\-ed, and moderately
well located in relation to schools. Ponular activities as basketball
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tmd volleyball, plus indj.vidual cxercires, and arts and crafts are accom-

modated at many of the facilities, but there is need for additional space.

Individual and teajn athletic programs are conducted at several facilities^

but because of heavy use de;nand, coordination prob].ems have existed. In

addition, no centralized public cor.miunity center exists v/here expanded

indoor recreation prorrrains may be better coordinated in new ample size

facilities.

Ind.oor Rccrea.tion Heeds

1. Better coordination of use of existing limited indoor

recreational facilities, especially basketball courts.

2. A centralised public neighborhood center building with

a:iTiple sized gyranasiimi, auditoriu.Ti, showers, meeting
room, hobby room and kitchen facilities, and storage

space provided.

3. Sufficient full time and part tj.ine staff to operate and

maintain a new public neighborhood center.

h. Continued maintenance of Worth Bennet Street Pu.blic Bath

and G:>nn, until new neighborhood center is built.

These needs alon^ with those for outdoor facilities can be inter-

preted as specific objectives to achieve the general goal of improving the

recreational and open space opportunities in the ilorth End. The next re-

port \all em.ploy these needs as guidelines for planning improvements at

existing facilities and the location and type of nevr indoor and outdoor

recreational facilities.
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IT R T II E TI D RECREATI ON AND

OPEN SPACE STUDY

This report is the fourth in a series of five reports as part of a

study of the recreation and open space facilities in the North End of
Boston. Tlie titles of the reports are:

I.

POPUIATION, HOUSIITG AND lAND USE

II.

IF/ENTORY OF MISTING SUPPLY OF RECPuBLf^TIOI

AI'ID OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

III.

ADEQUACY. NEEDS AIID GOALS PERTAINING TO
EECKEATION AT:D O^^EN SPACE FACILITIES

ly.

PRELHaNAEY PL'^.N PROPOSALS FOR PvECREATION

AND 0PM SPACE FACILITIES

V.

PLMi IKPLEMEI'-ITATION

This study v?as undertaken tr>f the Boston Redevelopment Authority
Planning Departnent to deternine an effective plan for the development of

more adeq_uate recreation and open space facilities in the densely built-up
Worth End of do-.rato-..Ti Boston,









INTRODUCTION

Report One of this North End Recreation and Open Space Study contributed
background information on the neighborhood's population, housing, and land

use characteristics. Report T\:o included a complete inventory of all

private and public open space recreational facilities vithin the North End.

Report Three analyzed these facilities in terms of their adequacy in meet-

ing the recreation and open space needs of over 11,000 residents in the

neighborhood. This Fourth Report presents preliminary proposals to improve

the existing and provide for additional recreational facilities in the

North End. The Final Report in this series vill present an implementation

plan

.

The recommendations in this report were developed to achieve the recrea-

tional potential of existing and proposed sites, and were based on recrea-

tional needs, size, shape, and location of each site. In addition, the need

for the strengtheniTig of open space and pedestrian links within the bustling

North End influenced the recommendations. Finally, an effort was made to

enhance sites of historic and architectural interest. The plan should achieve

an overall beautification of the neighborhood, particularly in the public

areas, and will aid in-stabilizing the North End as a fine dovmtown residen-

tial neighborhood.

The plan proposes an increase of over seven acres in recreational open space

via acquisition, lend transfer and street vacations. All existing parks and

playgrounds are to be improved and the following new facilities are proposed:

-- three new urban plazas

--a waterfront recreation area including a community center,

playing fields, tennis coirrts, skating rink

-- eight playlots and small rest parks.

Total existing and proposed open space vail consist of over l6 acres.

The recommendations for all existing and proposed recreational facilities

are presented in the order outlined in the follovrLng list or recommendations.

Illustrative design proposals of selected sites are presented in an accom-

panying portfolio, and appropriate sketch numbers are included in the fol3.ow-

ing list of recorf'mendations.
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LIST OF RECOMMEMDATIONS

Page Sltetch

No. No.

PARKS A]\ID OPEN SPACES
* Copps Hill Cemeterj 1
'^- Copps Hill Terrace 1

* Paul Revere Kail 2

* Paul Revere Mall Extension 2

URBAN PLAZ.A.S

Endicott Square 3 1

Hanover Plaza ~ 3 2

North Square ^ 3
* Rachael Revere Square h 3

WATERFROifP PJDCREATIOH AP.EA

Problems Related to I^'oposals for a Waterfront

Recreati onal Area o

North End Beach & Plaj^ground 6

Need for a Community Center 6

Proposals for a \/aterfront Recreation Area 6 h

* North End Reach & Playground T
Co?.irauiiity Center 8

Additional Playfields, Tennis Couj-tS; ckating Rink ?-.

VJaterfront Ualkvray
°

Public Landing 9

PLAYGROUIIDS
* DeFilippo - 10 5

* Polcari (inc'. North Bennet St. Public Bath) 10 6

PL^iYLOTS AiTD REST PARKS
* Charter Street Playlot 12 7

Clark Street Park & Playlot 12 8

Cleveland Place Playlot 13 9

* Cutillo Sheltered Playlot (Cutillo Rink) 13 10

* Douglas Court Playlot 1^^ 11
->^ Foster S^creet Playlot 1^ 12

North Hanover Court & Anthony Place Rest Park- 1^ - 13

North Margin Street Playlot--- 15 1^

Sun Coujct Play Street 15 15

Tileston Street Rest Park ---• l6 l6

Wiget Street Rest Park .

'

l6 17

PEDESTRIAN PATii IMPROVEi-ffilfTS

Freedo-m Trail &- Other Historic & Architectural Sites

—

17 l8
* Central Artery Pedestrian Undei-pass l8 19

Langdon Place Pedcstriam-jay ^^ 19

Hull Street-Clark Street Landscaping 19

CoPbT;ercial Street Landscaping 20

* ProrjOG0.1s at existing recreational sites.





PARKS AlID OPEl'f SPACES

COPPS HILL CE-.ETERY

Problem. Tombstones have been broken and defaced vrith spray paint.
The cemetery may not be entered on vreekends except during the summer months
as both gates are locked. Tne Charter Street gate is always locked, pro-
hibiting passage from the ce:iietei"y to Copps Hill Terrace and the waterfront.
Tne cemetery is poorly lighted at night.

Proposals. This beautiful old historic cemetery should be more
accessible to the general public. Therefore, it is recomnended that both
gates of the cemetery be opened every day throughout the year, but locked
at night. A custodian should cont3.nue to be present when the cemetery is
open, as is the case now. Additional benches should be provided to pennit
relaxing in pleasant shaded areas. Tombstones should be repaired and cleaned
vrhere necessar;)'', and appropriate protected lighting should be installed
throughout the cemetery and at both gates.

Design Specificati on s. Benches should be placed w-here harbor views
are possible and in shaded areas. Lighting should be spaced to eq^ually

illuminate all parts of the cemetejc^-- to enable neighbors to keep a watchful
eye on the area. Waste .receptacles should be placed near benches.

COPPS HILL TERPACE

Problem. Copps Hill Terrace presents a drab appearance because of
age, paint markings on all stonev/ork, broken pavement, and lack of adequate
maintenance. As a result, the potential of this hillside park as a dramatic
setting for outdoor events such as concerts or for vievring harbor activities
from, a ijleass.nt area has not been realized.

Proposals. Tne major proposals for Copps Hill Terrace encourage
greater use of its unique topography and setting as a location for public
gatherin.gs of juany kinds, and a pleasant park from which to view the water-
front and historic sites of Claarlestovm. Specifically, major cleaning of
stonework and repair of paving, the addition of appropriate lighting,
benches, and landscaping will promote greater use by residents as v^ell as
toujrists who are visiting Copps Hill Cemetery. In addition, a small pub-
licly-o-vTied parcel of land on Comjnercial Street adjacent to the park should
be transferred to the Parks & Recreation Department, and appropriately land-
scaped as parL of Copps Hill Terrace.

De sign Spccifi cation s_. Lighting should illuminate the stone walls
as well as the steps and terrace areas. Landscaping should not interfere
with the level terrace area as a public gathering place. Benches should be
placed in areas where good views are attainable and in shaded areas.





PAUL REVERE MALL

Problems . The pavement is in disrepair and some trees have not

been replaced in tree pits along the mall. The area is generally strewn

with litter. Tour busses park in front of the mall and St. Stephen's

Church and block the vievf, emit noxious fumes from running motors, impede

traffic flov;, and create difficulties for fire apparatus attempting to

negotiate turns from the nearby fire station.

Proposals. Tae Parks E- Recreation Department plans to rehabilitate

Paul Revere" I-:ail at a cost of nearly $l8,000. Major improvements include:

-- repair of existing bluestone pavement in

fountain area

-- replacement of bluestone pavement vrith dark

grey concrete pavement frorii fountain area to

Hanover Street

-- plant5.ng of eight trees

-- new brick pavement in existing tree pits

The new improvcvncnts are being financed wi.th assistance from a

Federal Urban Bsautification Grant. Recently, the Parks & Recreation

Department removed paint markings from the walls by sandblasting at a cost

of $1900. It is recomi.iended that tour bus parking be prohibited on Hanover

Street in front of Paul Revere Mall, and that parking for tour busses with

motors stopped be peiT^itted on nearby Battery Street, The Battery Street

location was agreed to earlier by the tour bus companies at the rec^ucst of

the Worth End Union, but is not being used lately. If this solution proves

unsatisfactor, tour bus companies should be urged to negotiate vri.th parking

lot oimers to provide off-street parking locations.

Design Specifications. Not applicable.

PAUL REVERE MALL EXTEilSIOK

Problgns . Kone

.

Proposals. The level of present maintenance at this small court

has been suffU-.rent to ma3.ntain its attractiveness and should be continued-

Desiprn Specifications. Not applicable.





UEBAN VIAZAS

ENDICOTT SQUARE (Sketch No. l)

Problem. A vacant lot in a strategic location is currently used as
a parking lot and presents an unsightly appearance in the neighborhood.
The lot faces an area vhere North llargin Street and Endicott Street meet and
form a small ^7idening in the public right-of-vay. This space is recognized
and used during the suinner for a religious feast or street festival. But,
throughout the remainder of the year the space is unused for recreation.

Proposals . A possiblity exists to develop a plaza at this site by
vacating about 1200 square feet of the public right-of-uay and including it
in the redesign of the vacant lot for this purpose. Therefore, a landscaped
public plaza is proposed which vilj. improve the appearance of this inter-
section and this part of the neighborhood.

Ppslga Specifications . Tiie vacated portion should be repaved \'d.th

brick but left free of landscaping. Tiie vacant lot should be paved with
similar bricks but should include a fevr tall trees, thin in spread, along
the wall edge of the lot. A few benches and vrsste receptacles should be
placed near the trees. _ The central idea here is to beautify this open area,
yet enable gatherings such as a street festival to continue here vrithout

damaging any landscaping. Lighting should be installed to encourage night
use

.

HAliOVER TLhZA (Sketch Ho. 2)

Probleni. A small vacant parcel is located at 227-237 Hanover Street
in the heart of the busy shopping area. The property is oimed and was
cleared by the Douglas Realty Corporation v?hich filed a permit to construct
a tvro-story retail structure in August, I965- "By February 2^), I967, the
building permit expired and no construction vras started. To date, the prop-
erty is boarded up and a new axiplication for a building pemiit has not been
filed.

Proposals. A small O.Op acre rest park with tables, chairs, and a
concession stand is proposed for this location. The propertj'^ is well loca-
ted near the jaajor enti'ance to the North End from dovmtov.'-n, ainidst the
bustling Italian shopping area and directly on the Freedom Trail route. Use
as a "sid.evralk cafe" is guaranteed as it would provide a pleasant public
area for light refreshment for North Enders and touxists.

Design Specifications. A new brick vrall should be construcLed along
the back and edges of the parcel to provide a unifoz'm facade for this unique
sidevzaUi park. A brick concession stand should be built along the property
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line along the sidevalk vrlth sejrvice directed inward toirards the park.

Landscaping should be planted along the edges of the park permitting per-
sons to enter or leave from either side of the concession stand. A sreall

pool and fountain along the back vail -i-jlll provide a pleasant focus for
patrons. Itie concession stand coiild be leased to a private operator by
the Parks & Recreation Department vhich should ovm and maintain the park.

KORKI SQUARE (Sl^:etch No. 3)

Problems . The effect of Korth Square as a setting for historic
and architecturally interesting buildings is being impaired by the current
use of the square for the parking of 15 to 20 cars, mostly illegally. In

addition, Korth Square is the largest open area in this section of the
North End (0,2T acres), but its potential as a public plasa is challenged
by use as a parking lot.

Proposals . A public plaza is proposed here to provide a more
suitable setting for the adjacent historic sites, and provide additional
open play space for nearby elementary school children. The site can be
developed at relatively modest cost as acquisition costs vrould not exist

since the square is a public right -of -^ray. Specifically'', the square should
be vacated from Prince Street to North Street, and parking should not be
peiTuitted except along Prince Street. The one-way direction should be
reversed on Moon Street to perrait a northern direction access to Korth
Square

.

Design Specifications. Angle parking for about eight cars should
be provided at the north end of Korth Square and should be walled off and

landscaped so the area cannot be seen frora the square. The existing
street pavement should be retained. _ Facilities in the square should in-

clude benches and small permanent tables in the landscaped area, a replica

of the toim pimip which used to exist here over 200 years ago, and a small
concession stand which could be removed during the cold months. The cen-

tral idea is to create a pleasant lively setting in which to relax, play,

and enjoy one of Boston's old historic squares.

RPiCHAEL RE-j^RE SqiL\RE (Sketcli No. 3)

Problems . The walls are defaced vriLth paint markings and the absence

of any landscaping creating shaded areas for sitting makes this small square

unpleasant on hot sunny days. In addition, the asphalt paving is not har-

monious ^-ath the more appropriate brick paving of adjacent historic North
Square

.

Proposals. New paving, additional lighting, the placement of a

fevr trees, plus cleaning of the -vralls constitute the major proposals here.

In addition, large street trees should be placed on Korth Street adjacent





to the STiiall square to block the view of the Callahan Tunnel building from
this square and ilorth Square.

DesijPxi Specifications_. Tiie lighting, landscaping, and paving
design should be compatible vrith adjacent historic North Square by using
similar bricks, light fixtures, and other r.aterials.





V/ATERFROWT RECREATION ARiA

The Worth Erid's grecitest geographical asset is its inviable loca-
tion near the waterfront. However, direct access to the waterfront is
impaired by chain link fencing at the only recreation area along the water
(North Etid Beach and Playground), mixed commercial and institutional uses
directly on the vraterfront, and a busy and vn.de arterial street -- Commercial
Street. In sum, the recreational potential of the North End's waterfront
location is unreexlized.

PROBLEi-IS RELATED TO PROPOS/lLS FOR A
WATERFRONT RECREATION KBSA (Sketch No, h)

North End Beach and Playground. The playing field here is small
and in poor condition. Softball diamonds are laid out improperly, and laerg-

ing outfield problems occuv. Sufficient space for foul areas does not exist
when the field is laid out for football. The ttirf itself is j.n poor condi-
tion, and the grandstand is deteriorating rapidly. In addition, infomial use
of this playfield by North End children is often pre-empted by organised
sports leagues. The demand for playing fields and other hard court game
areas in the North End exceeds the capabilities of this one area available.
The bath house is structircally deteriorating, althoii^h built within the last

15 years, and would cost almost $80,000 to repair the structural deficien-
cies according to the Parks & Recreation Department.

The Need __for_a_Co:n;nunity^Cffl Several indoor recreational pro-
grams ranging from basketball to ceramics are being conducted in the Worth
End, However, they are conducted by several social service agencies in

scattered locations, vrLth some duplication of efforts and costs, and agencies
have experienced program coordination difficulties. These recreation pro-
grsjns are, with one exception, conducted in physical facilities v/hich are in

fair to poor condition with little room to expand programs which are in

great demand. A centralized location vrith ne^r facilities to accommodate
such activities as basketball, handball, gys-iinastics, indoor swimming, and

hobby and meeting rooms, including new spaces for social service agencies,
is badly needed in the North End.

PROPOSALS FOR A VfATERFRONT RECREATION
ARE/i (Sketch No, h)

A nine and one-half acre recreation area along the waterfront from
the U.S. Coast Guard Base to the Charlestovrn Bridge is proposed. This

facility would include a reha,bilitated and enlarged playing field at the





North End Beach and Playground, additional playing fields and tennis courts,
a skating rink, a coisuunity center, a waterfront v/alkv/ay, and a public
boat landing.

The entire recreational complex would involve the deve.lopraent of
^.8k acres of public and private properties between the North End Beach
and Playground and the Charlestoivn Bridge, excluding the H.E.W,* site.

Included in this area would be 1.5^!- acres of land created by fill betvreen

the bulkhead and pier line. The corimiunity center would be located adjacent
to the Worth End Beach and Playground. The new playfields, tennis courts,
and skating rink would occupy 5'11 acres betvraen the existing Harbor Police
site and the Charlestovm Bridge.

^2Eil2_..Ss5_2£35^]G._S£^?i2iOi^2i'£^' It is proposed that the deterior-
ating bath house be demolished and new facilities provided, either in a new
structui'e on the Harbor Police site or in a portion of the Harbor Police
structure rehabilitated for such a purpose. It is recoirunended that a de-

tailed survey be conducted to determine how this proposal could be effected.

Shower and locker room facilities should be provided for bathers using the

facilities at the North Bennet Street Public Rith.

The playfield should be expanded to the east, made possible by the

removal of the 'bath house, and to the west by reiftoval of the existing
boccie coiurts. Kev7 boccie coui'ts should be located directly east of the

svrimrrdng pools along the v/aterfront.

Tiie grandstand should be repaired and expanded along v.'ith the field
area. The field turf shouJLd be reconstructed and ball fields properly laid

out. 0].d fencing, should bo re-..ioved where not necessary and new fencing
shoald be added.

New floodlighting at the playing field, as proposed by the Parks &
Recreation Department at a cost of $32,000, should be installed as specified
in the work contract. Additional lighting at the boccie courts and other
areas of this recreational facility should also be installed.

The existing spray pool should be rel.ocated directly west of the
STd.rro:ring pools and appropriately fenced. Tiie existing location of the spray
pool is in the playfield expansion area.

Tae existing basketball counts adjacent to the pools should be con-
verted to half court areas, and new access to the pools from the new bath
house facility should be provided. Tae basketball area should be appropri-
ately fenced.

A protected and landscaped wa3.kway should be located adjacent to the

Harbor Police building to provide access from Comjnercial Street to the new
bath house and waterfront.

Finally, a concrete pedestrian overpass should bo constructed over

Commercial Street connecting Copps Hill Terrace \n.th the new pedestrian
access to the new bath house facility and waterfront.

Dept, of Health, Education S-> Vfelfare.





Cppnunity_ pent

e

r . A cornxnunity center bvulding, including such

facilities as a gyianasiura^ an indoor cwinmiing pool, handball courts,

activity and hotby rooins, office space for center administration and social
service agencies, and meeting and stonage space is proposed for the nev:

iTaterfront recreation area. New shovrer and locker room facilities proposed
for the North End Beach and Playground should be oriented to also serve the
indoor pool and gym areas of the proposed community center.

The center should bo located on the site presently occupied by the

Harbor Police between the North End Beach and a portion of the adjacent
pa.rcel to the west. This location has several advantages over another site

previousD.y recojiimend.ed which proposed conversion of a portion of Michelangelo
Junio High School as a cojiimunity center,* This recommendation now appears
xmlikely in viev;- of neighborhood opposition to the proposal and extensive
remodelling completed at the school recently. The Harbor Police site is

adjacent to existing and proposed oVitdoor recreation facilities along the

waterfront, end such a proximate location would aid in the supervision and

coordination of progrsrmned activities. Other sites of sufficient size are

not available in the North End. The Harbor Police site may become available

if the Public Facilities Department is successful in its current search for

a site to relocate the Harbor Police and Fire boats in a new harborside
complex.

The new community center could serve as a place to coordinate miany

recreation and social .service activities now being undertaken in the neigh-
borhood by several agencies. In order to promote better prograrmring of

activities and to avoid diiplication of services, this study recommends that

the merger of two or more social service agencies be seriously considered.

Discvi.ssions on this subject have been held in the past and it is urged that

they be continued.. In add.ition, the ne^7 center provides an opportunity to

strengthen coimnunity activity coordination through the cooperation of these

social service ageiicics by forming a non-profit corporation which could build
and. operate the nevr facility. Such a cooperative effort may qualify for a

federal financial assistance grant under the provisions of the Neighborhood
Facilities Program administered by the Department of Housing & Development.

If the facility were bui.lt by the Public Facilities Department and operated

by the Parks & Recreation Department, the center may still qualify for a

grant under the same program if space for neighborhood social service agen-

cies vjere included.

Design Specifications. Tae new comjnuxLity center should be oriented

perpendicular to Coiixtnercial Street as v/ell as vertically on the site to

preserve adjacent open space for playfield use, Tne proposed pedestrian

overpass between Copps Hill Terrace and the waterfront recreation area should

be specifically located, near the main entrance to the community center.

Additional P].ayf;ieIds^ _T.^"nll .^.^^^i'^.^.^ ^f\^^]^/'-'^'gi f'-W]^;> . ?^fl-4.. }''?i^g^-^^g" J^.

}fello,;ray. Playing fields suitable for football, softball, and soccer with

specta.tor seating, tennis coui'ts, an uncovered com.bination ice and roller

skating facility, and a "iraterfront v^alkway are proposed for the area be-

tween the existing Harbor Police building and the Charlestovm Bridge.

* A Report on Boston Schools
, ,.

Ig^g^ directed by Cyril G. Ssirgent, Harvard

University.
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Design Specifications . The playing fields and tennis courts should

be appropriately lighted and fenced. Tlie 'vraterfront vallway should be
illuminated and include benches and waste receptacles. V/herever appro-

priate, landscaping features such as trees should help enhance the tippear-

ance of this active sports area. The vralkway should be oriented to allovr

pedestrian access up steps to the Charlestovrn Bridge and under it to

connect vath another proposed vallway and embanlvraent along the North Station

vTaterfront .
•'<•

Pub3.ic_Landing . A public boat landing is proposed to be situated

betvreen the North End Beach and Playground and the harbor line. This

landing, sj.milar to the "erabarcadero" v^hich existed at one time at this

location, vould provide an excellent facility for public access to the

water in a heavily congested portion of the City. Aside from the public

docking of small craft, the facility would provide a pleasant walkway,

areaf3 for pier fishing, and areas for sitting at the harbor's edge.->^"-

^'^.BiS^^L-^^SlHS^^^'^B^ ' Pedestrian access to the facility \-rLll be

from the -j-raterfront walkway, and via the proposed vralkway adjacent to the

existing Harbor Police building. Both access points will meet behind the

proposed community center \/ith direct access to the public landing.

* As proposed in the g.h!L"r--^g,J^j-.Y,^.^, ^- ^?'-'
V"^'''-,^'^'^-y„ .P^y-eJC-SJrMyj presently being

undertaken by the B.ii.A. Planning Dept.,

•^•"'This proposal, prepared by the B. R.A. Planning Dept., v/as presented to

the Public Access Board of the Mass. Dept. of Natiu-al Resources in June 19^7

•
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PLAYGROUirDS

DEFILIPPO PL.4YGR0U1JD (Sketch No. 5)

Probleins. CeFilippo is the largest playground in the neighborhood

but is under used becaur.e there are few attractions. The only facilities

consist of play equipraent for younger children vhich is located in such a

v;ay that it prevents playing of more active sports by older children. Since

the playground is not landscaped, it is unpleasant on hot suTuner days as the

unshaded pavement becomes too hot for playing or sitting. As a result, its

relatively large size and interesting terraced levels are irasted in -N.'hat

could be one of Boston's riost interesting playgrounds.

Proposals . The t;yT)es of facilities proposed here intend to achieve

the potential of this terraced and largest playground in the North End by

providing facilities for active teen-agers' sports, game areas for younger

children, and sitting areas for mothers and older people. Specifically,

such facilities as tennis, handball, baseball, volley ball courts, and play

eciuipment should be included, landscaping and lighting should bs added to

create a pleasant useable area both night and day.

^SMlJSL.^SM£mSF-^l2}lS.' '^"^ court game areas should be located on

the flat level area. Tae tennis courts should serve a double use with the

inclusion of basketball hoops on one side of the court. Benches should be

provided on both the lower and terraced levels. Younger children's play
equipraent should be located on the terraces. Large trees should be located

on the periphery of the playground, with grading and other landscaping
techniques employed to separate certain game areas \7here necessai-y. Any

poles, nets, or other obstructions in the ice skating area should be reaiov-

able in the v/inter months. Onlj'- the game courts shou.ld be appropriately
fenced. The high fencing along Prince Street should be removed.

POLCAPT PLAYGKOUriD .AlID KOHTH BBimffiT STBIET
PUBLIC E^TH AND GYM (Sketch Ko. 6)

Problems . This small playground is heavily used because of its

prime locatio;^ among schools and other indoor recreation facilities, but
not because of its attractions, Tne play area does not have play equipment,

landscaping, or lighting.

Adjacent to the site is the North Bennet Street Public Bath and

GyimiasiTMi facility vhich has served the North End for 61 years. Public
showers are plentiful but in poor condition, in spite of periodic cleaning
and maintenance. In addition, attendance has been declining steadily. In
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contrast, the third floor gynmaGim.i, though siiiall and vrithout spectator
space, is in heavy demaiid for basketball by ITorth End schools and athletic
organizations. Rovever, the facility is generally substandard for the
functions it serves.

Proposals. Keu paved and turf areas, lighting, landscaping, benches
along the edges of the playground, backboards for handball and basketball,
and an unobstructed siiiooth area for roller skating are the rr.ajor proposals
for Polcari.

Continued naintenance of the public bath facility is recoiriiiended

until such time that a new public gymnasiu::i and shover facility is con-
structed in the ITorth Ena as part of a comaiunity center. At that time, the
North Bennet Street Public Bath and Gyni should be demolished and its site
added .to the open space of adjacent and busy Polcari Playground.

Design Specifications. Since hujridreds of children use this small
area for play at recess, end many others use it as a passageway between
two streets, all nevr eq.ulpnent should be located along the edges of the
play area in order to not obstruct pedestrian traffic. Heavy landscaping
should be provided along the two streets end the playground should be well
lighted to permit evening use.

The site of the public bath facility should beineluded in the design
of Polcari Playground.- Specifically, this area should contain basketball
hoops and areas for handball. Appropriate landscaping should be located
along North Bennet Street and lighting should be provided to encourage night
use.
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PLAYLOTS AW REST PARKS

CMRTER STREET PIAYLOT (Sr.etch Eo. 7)

ProbleTMS. Tnis play area does not have any play equipment except
a broken pvrLng set, and is sirrroundcd by chain link fencing and broken
benches.

Proposals. This playgroujid is proposed to be developed as a play-
lot for yoimg children irith suitable play equipment including hard and soft
surface areas. Also, landscaped sitting areas should be provided. A small
city-ovmed adjacent parcel of land should be added to the site and trans-
ferred to the Parks & Recreation Department. Development as a playlot,
rather than an older children's playground, is proposed here because the
site is small and is located, across the street from Eliot Elenicntary School
vrhich has an extremely s;r_all playlot at its site.

De sign Specificati on s_. The design scheme should incorpoi-ate the
access features of Greenough Jxrad and another small passageway to Charter
Street from the east side of the playlot as veil as the additional parcel
of land. The area should be veil lighted as Greenough Lane is used for
access to private residences and to Conmiercial Street. All fencing should
be removed.

CLARK STREET YAM. Ai>iD PIAYLOT (Sketch Uoc 8)

Problems. Another area of the Korth End v/itViout any public open
space is the area directly vest of Com:';;ercial Street in the vicinity of
Clark Street. The ia'riediate blocks vrcst of this point are heavily pop\i-

lated and addi'tional open space vd.th vlevs to the v.'a,ter vould be veil used.

Propor£3_^E. A small park and playlot (0.3I acres) is proposed at
the site of buiTied out and vacant buildings located at 30T Kortli Street and
280-290 Commercial Street. These properties are back to back betv^een

Commercial Street and Horth S-treet at Clark Street. The buildings are in
poor condition and should be demolished. Tlie land should be acquired and
developed by the Parks & Recreation Department as a landscaped sitting area
VTith pa.ved walk-vjays and as a playlot.

2£§iSIL..^££iS;£°ii2I15.* Heavy landscaping should be planted along
the vailed side of the property, i-n.th ad.ditional planting throughout the
park including several trees. Benches, v.-aste receptacles, lighting, and
play equipment for young children should be installed..





13.

CLEVEMfro PLACE PLAYLOT (Sketch Ko, 9)

Problems . The site is a Eanall paved area in the i.iiddle of a densely-

populated block with access to two streets via a recently paved pedestrian

street — Cleveland Place. The area is not officially a playground, but is

o^med by the Boston Real Property Board through a foreclosure. There is no

play equipment.

Propo sals . The site is proposed to be developed as a combination

rest park and playlot.

Design Specification s. Tlie playlet should include areas for sittiiig,

a ring cliraber, a rope climber, a sandbox, and a sinall paved open space.

CUTILLO SKELTERED PLAYLOT (Cutillo Rink - Sleetch No. 10

)

Problems. The Cutillo Rink has been the victim of continual destruc-

tive vandalism since it opened in 196l,and even after it vas closed in 19^5'

During those five years, annual attendance dropped from 13,000 to a low of

650 in 1963-6^!-, and increased to only 3500 before it \rzs closed. Neighbor-

ing residents have opposed re-opening the rink because of the noise generated

when in use. Current Metropolitan District Commission (M.D.C.) estimates

indicate that the rink could be re-opened by repairing the ice-making mechan-

ism at a cost of $17,000. Even if re-opened, the rink is still under-sised,

poorly-sited on a site of only one-third of an acre, does not have sanitary

or wanning room facilities, and is genex'ally inadequate as a skating facil-

ity.

Proposals^. For the above reasons it is proposed that the M.D.C.

abandon the facility as a skating rink and salvage the ice-making mechanism.

Fui-ther, the facility should be transferred to the City of Boston who a3.ready

owns title to the land at the site. Tne Parks Z- Recreation Department should

develop the site as a sheltered play area, utilizing the existing roof struc-

ture and installing periranent play equipment Endron-break.able lighting.

The M.D.C, should consider the possibility of constructing and oper-

ating the open skating rink proposed in the North End waterfront recreation

area. The location of the new facility would be convenient for North Enders

as well as for residents of other dO'-.Titown neighborhoods.

Design Specifications . Play equipment suitable for elementary age

schoolchildi-en" should be provided including cliiubing ap>paratus and painted

court games. All fencing should be removed. Suitable unbreakable lighting

EhouJ.d be installed to light the facility on dark days and at night.

^ Suggested in the Charles River Basin-Muddy River Study currently being

undertaken by the B.R.A. Planning Dspt.
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DOUGALS COURT PMYIXDT (Sketch ITo. 11

)

Froblcjns . This inner "block open area vrlth access to Endicott
Street via a narrov? alley is currently drab in appearance as no landscap-
ing or facilities are provided.

Proposals . A privately-c.rned adjacent parcel should be added to
the site and the entire site developed as a combination playlot and rest
park. It should include play equiprasnt, lighting, and landscaping. The
D.ot is veil located for such a purpose, in the center of one of the most
densely populated blocks in the neighborhood, in a section where no other

play facilities exist. In addition, the playlot can be easily watched

from a number of surrounding residences. If need be, a gate could be in-

cluded so that the playlot couJ.d be locked at night.

Desi;?! Saecifications. Sand and hard surface areas should be
surrounded by heavily landscaped plenters vrith tvra trees. The sand area

£hou.ld contain a clinbing apparatus for small children. Benches should be
placed on the paved, areas. The design scheroe should provide for young
children's activities which do not require running toova as the space is

small. Aiaple protected lighting should be provided as the lot is quite

secluded from the street.

FOSTER STREET PLAYLOT (Sl:etch ilo. -12)

Probleir.s. Trie surface of this small playground is not level and

is Irj. disrepair. In addition, no equipment, lighting, or landscaping

exist.

Proposals. The playground should be developed as a play3.ot with

appropriate equipment for younger children, riew paving and soft surface

areas should be provided. landscaping shouijd be planned to mixiir.ize its

acoustic effect as the playground is surrouud.ed by many apartr.ients in a

densely populated section of the neighborhood.

Design Specifications , Access featuji'es of the narrov; alley be-

tween the playground and Charter Street should be amplified by the location

of paved play areas and turf areas, landscar/lng, and lighting.

NORTH KAJ.JOVER COURT /uiD /UlTiiOITY PLACE
REST PARK (Sketch No, 13)

Probler:-;G . An injier block vacant parcel of land is adjacent to

tvra publicly-ov.Tied "private ways," and is unsightly as it is overgrovm

vrith vreeds, used for garbarge and rubbish storage, and provides sei'vice

access to the roar of a restuarnat, Tae rear of apartment units above the

stores on Hanover Street face the area. Its potential as a vrell landscaped

public open space a few steps off bustling Hanover Street remains untapped.
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Proposals. A -irell-land scaped rest park, oriented to adults, is
proposed for this site as it is located in the inidst of a co]tKaercial-resi-
dential block vrith an e.ldGrly population rather than \rith many families vrith

children. Facilities for boccie and table gomes should be provided to
stimulate activities similar to those in Paul Revere Mall.

Design Specifications . The rest park should be paved and landscftped
to provide both sunny and shaded areas. Heavy landscaping and decorative
walls should be appropriately placed to screen the unsightly appearance of
the rear of the buildings, yet provide service access where necessary. The
area should be well lighted to pro"!ote evening use.

NORTH MARGIN STREET PIAYLOT (Sketch No. l^i-)

Problems. Adequate play space is lacking in the Korth Margin Street-
Stillman Street area which inc3.udes another elementary school (St. Mary) of
nearly 250 pupils. Tae school does not have any play space of its ovn but
uses the Cutillo Skating Rink as a sheltered playground, and yard space at
the Knights of Columbus site during recess. After school use of these facil-
ities is limited. Additional public open space as a play area is needed.

?'£2£2BSi^- It is recommended that a 0.I3 acre public playground be
developed by vacating a portion of North Margin Street between Stillman
Street and Viget Street, and by ac.quiring and demolishing a vacant burned
out structure at 3-5-7 North Margin Street and a email one-story garage
structure at 9 Ilorth Margin Street. This area is adjacent to St. Mary School
and heavy u.se is guaranteed.

2£§iSL.§£S2i£i££ii2SL2.* Painted coujct gam.es shouJLd be located on the
vacated street portion and play equipment, benches, and landscaping should
be located on the acquired land portion. The vacated street area should be
designed so that emergency vehicles may ps-ss through if necessary. Tlie new
playground should be \r8ll lighted so it can be used in the evening.

SM COURT PMY STR]::F,T (.Sketch No. 15

)

Prpblems. No playgrounds exist in this section of the North End
which includes an elementary school of over 350 pupils. Tae only nearby
public open space available is small Rachael Revere Square. Temporary play
space is provided by barricading streets adjacent to St. John School at

recess periods, A policeman is stationed to prohibit traffic to pass
through these streets dxiring this tim.e. Vfnile this action satisfies a need
for play space during recess, it does not satisfy the recreation needs of
children in this area at other tim.es.

Proposals, Since Sun Court Street is one of the streets currently
used for recess and no private residences facing the street require
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access J it is proposed that Cun Court Street be vacated and developed as a
permanent 0.li^-acre street playground, at relatively modest cost. An addi-
tional vacant parcel at the comer of Sun Court Street and North Street
should be added to the site. The entire site should be turned over to the
Parks & Recreation Department for developr.icnt and maintenance purposes.

De 5i Rn Spec vfi_cati on s ._ The pavci^ent of Sun Court Street should be
painted, outlining couj:t areas for hopscotch, shuiTfleboard, and other games
v/hich do not req.uire fixed equipment. In this inanner, emergency vehicles
vrill be allowed to pass on Sun Court Street during emergencies. Fixed play
equipment, benches, and 3.andscaping should be located on the vacant parcel
adjacent to the street. Benches and street trees should line the one-block
long street, Tlie area should be v/ell lighted.

TILESTOK STREET REST PAI^C (S:;etch Ko. l6)

Problems. Ap.other vacant parcel V7hich is littered and presents an
unsightly appearance in the neighborhood is located a 9 Tileston Street just
off Hanover Street. An opporamity exists to convert this Unused eyesore
into a cormaunity street.

Proposals . The property should be acquired by the Parks & Recreation
Department and converted into a vest pocket park vrith appropriate landscaping,
lighting, and sitting areas. These small parks located throughout the neigh-
borhood will add much to the pleasantness of the area.

££^?£L^:i2£H!iH£^5i2]i§='' ^'^'^ space is large enough for a fev/ trees
which should be placed to create a pleasant, shaded, sitting area. The rest
park should include a paved area with benches, lighting, waste receptacles,
and some play equipment.

WIGET S-KEET REST PAPJC (S!:etch Ko. IT)

Prob3.eL-is_. An ex"trei;!ely small 317 square feet vacant parcel exists
at l';- V/iget Street and is owned privately. Another opportiinity exists to
provide a small landscaped .sport in this denselj'' populated neighborhood.

Proposals. Tne Pax-ks & Recreation Department should acquire the
parcel and provide a small landscaped sitting area on this extremely narrow
street. Efforts such as this will aid in beautifying the North End.

Design Specifications, The landscaped sitting area should incluide

a decorative but well protected light to encourage use in the evening.
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PEDESTRIM PATH IMPROVEI-StlTS

The North Ead is a pedestrian -oriented corraniinity, and it is impor-
tant and desirable to include proposals in this recreation and open space
study to improve pedestrian paths in the North End. Specifically, improve-
ments are recommended along the Freedom Trail betv/een market areas, between
the residential areas and the waterfront, among open spaces, and along
certain major streets. The proposals attempt to strengthen the links be-
tween major pedestrian areas and open spaces in an attempt to create a

more legible and pleasant environment.

FPvEEDOM TR.fiIL AND OTiiER HISTORIC AND
ARCHITE'CTimAL SITES (Sketch No. l8)

Problems . The Freedom Trail links 15 historic sites in do'.rntovm

Boston and terminates in the North' End at Old North Church. Up to now,

tourists have vrandered through the maze of streets in dovmtovra Boston
following a painted red stripe as a guide. Recently, the painted stripe

has been reconstructed as a narrov? red brick line as a guide for tourists.
With a directional, problem apparently solved, an inform.ation problem needs
to be solved next. The Trail itself is not clearly marked with signs,

although there are several Freedom Trail sigiis placed in scattered locations.
The Freedom Trail brochui^e includes a map which is not detailed clearly
enough in viev: of the street pattern. Finally, information signs at the
official stops are not in existence, A fev? improvements are necessary.

Propo sals. It is recomjnended that a comprehensive approach be
undertaken in planning informational improvements to the Freedom Trail,
which should include such elem.ents as directional signs, information signs
at sites, integration of such signs into the already jum.bled street scene
of Boston, special lighting of the Freedom Trail, street furniture along
the IVail, and finally the brochure itself. In addition, the Freedom
Trail concept should be extended to include other historic sites in the
North End and Charlestoim. VJlth this in mind, certain streets in the North
End have been selected for special landscaping treatment to visually link
historic and open space sites and improve the appearance of the neighbor-
hood .

Design Specifications. The design and placement of signs
should commujiicate the following ideas:

-- the historic character of Boston

-- where the visitor is in relation to downtown
and to each site
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-- information about each site at each site

— v^'here the visitor should go next

These same elements can be included in a newly-designed format
for the Freedom Ti'ail brochure, which may be a flip chart where each page
vrould shovr the street pattern and route from one historic site to the
next. It should include information about the historic site as well as
a recon-imended list of restam-ants, unique shops, and other historic and
architectural sites of interest v/hich are near the Trail. There are at
least five such sites in the North End, specifically, which should be
noted in the nevr brochure:

'-• Moses Hichborn House , 29 North Sq_uare, early
Georgian style, 1710.

^' I^-ariner's House, 11 North Sr^uare, ].ate Greek
Revival sty].e, l0!+7.

3* ScamsnJ s^ Bpusej 287 Hanover Street, Victorian
Gothic Revival sty].e, 187O.

^* St
. _ "Stepjhen's Church , Hanover Street, Federal

style (Bullfinch. - architect), l8o4.

5" .?J^5E?.^£_£i-°!:'i^iLJ[l2!iS£' 2- Unity Street, early
Georgian style, 171^.

CEK'TR/iL ARTERY PEDESTRI/»J'I UIvfDERPASS (Slcetch No. I9)

Prob].ems . The pedestrian underpass under the central artery v.'hich

links the market areas adjacent to the Blackstone Block and those on Cross
Street in the North End is the only major pedestrian access vray between
the North End and dov7ntoi-ni Boston. Tlie pedestrianway is also part of the
Freedom Trail which recently has been made more identifiable by the con-
struction of a strip of red bricks in the center of the existing pavement.
VJhile this attempt has indeed made the Freedom Trail more legible, its
effect on the grim environment of this pedestrianway has been negligible.
The passagevray is espociallj'' dark and drab at night in spite of some light-
ing. Additional improvement is necessary to improve the appearance and
utility of this busy walkway.

Proposals^. It is recomiriended> that areas for the sale of m.arket

produce, flowers, newspapers, etc., be provided on either side of the
underpass, but only directly under the highest clearance area under the
main roadvray of the elevated expressvray. Also benches, new brighter, pro-
tected but at the same time decorative lighting, and new paving should be
installed.
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Desip:n_ Specifications . These improvements should increase the

utility and j.Kiprove the appearatice of this important pedestrian path. The

underpass access on Cross Street should be moved to a point halfway between

Salem Street and Hanover Street when proposed additional access ramps to

the expressvjay at this point are under construction. It is anticipated

that clearance above the underpass at its present access at Salem Street

vrill not be sufficient when new raj/ips are constructed.

LAKGDOH PLA.CE PEDESTRIAIWAY

Problgms <. A middle-income housing development of '(00 large size

apartment town houses is planned as part of the I'aterfront Urban Renewal

Project. Tlie development -vrill be sponsored by the Knights of Colivnibus, and

is 3.ocated on Fulton Street between Levris Street and Richmond Street. A

strong effort should be made to physical2.y link this new development vrith

the older Korth End, as it is expected that several families i^rith school

age children will reside in these units and enroll them in the nearby psro-

chial and public schools. For this and other reasons a pedestrian link be-

tween the nevr housing development and the North End is needed.

Proposals. A pedeotria.n waDcwoy is proposed between llorth Street

and Fulton Street by acquiring use of Langdon Place, a narrovr alle^-eay,

which potentially connects the two streets. Part of the alley-way is oi-rned

by the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority and the rest is used as a privately
ovTiCd parking lot.

2£SifiE>§S^Si£i£Sii22i^ ^ '^^^ ^^''^ ps3.estrianway should be paved -»/ith

brick and shoiiid be well landscaped and lighted, as well as include o. few

benches and waste receptacles. The walkway should be physically separated

from the adjacent parking areas by landscaping or fencing. The walk\ray

should not be vised for access to the parking areas.

KULL STRE3T PITD CLARIS STREET L.^U'IDSCAPIKG

Problems. Street trees are considered a virtue in most neighbor-
hoods because of their beautification effect, but they may ceuse problems
in the Ilorth End if not chosen and placed carefullj". The neighborhood is
characterised by many narrow streets where there sim.ply is not enough room
for them to grow properly. Yet, if certain streets vrcre landscaped care-
fully, they would add. to the pleasantness of the neighborhood, and extend
the pai'k system to the streets by linking certain open spaces.

Proposals. It is recom'iaended that tall trees, thin in spread, be
planted on Hull Street between Snovr Itlll Street and Salem Street. This in

effect \7lll visiAsJ-ly link Copps Hill Cemetery 'vrith the landscaped grounds of
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the Old North Chxu-ch. A similar treatment is proposed for Clark Street

between Hanover Street and Corrunercial Street, which will help link the Paul

Revere Mall, a part of the Freedom Trail, >rith the proposed Clark Street

Parkland across Coimiercial Street to the -iraterfront

.

Desi.f^n S;pecificatiOiis. Trees suitable for urban areas, which are

thin in spread and not requiring a great deal of horizontal space above the

tree trunk or maintenance, sho\iJ.d be selected. In addition, special

decorative street lighting, especially along Hull Street, should keep in

character \n.th the historic nature of the neighborhood.

C0^2vIE:RCIAL STBSET L-'UTDSCAPIIOG

RroblCiiis, Coirjnerclal Street is the vo.dest street in the Horth End,

with warehouse IraiJ.dings along its waterfront edge and aparti.ient buildings

on the other side of the street c Beautification and improvement of

Corfimercial Street is proposed in the Waterfront Urban Renewal Project but

only wv to Pettery Street wViere a new small park is proposed along the

waterfront. This treatment shotiJ.d be continued.

Prpnosals. Ti'ee planting along Com-nercial Street is recoir;mended

from the vicinity of Eattexy Si;reet to the Charlestovni Bridge,

Desi-Tii &i:iecifications. Trees selected should also be of the tall

thin vai'iety as the sidwalks are q.uite narrow. Tnus,, Comjuercial Street vail

have some visual continuity and \rill help strengthen the visual link betvreen

the olci ilorth End and thj new coraumity being developed along the water-

front .
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SUi-U-IARY OF EXISTING AIID PROPOSED
OPEN SPACE IN OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES

IN THE NORTH EJID

Type and Nr-ine of Facility Proposed

PARICS & OPEN SPACES
Copps Hill Cemetery
Copps Kill Terrace
Paul Revere Kail •

Paul Revere Mall Extension

URBAN PMZu/\S

Endicott Square
Hanover Plaza--
North Square---
Rachael Revere Square-—

V/ATERFRONT PJSCRMTIOII AKiA'

North End Beach c: Playground .-

Public Landing
Additional Playfields, Tennis Courts^

S.iiating Rink S-. VJaterfront Ua3Jn-;ay~-'

PLAYGROmroS
DeFilippo- --•-- -
PoD.ca ri - - " ~ _>.._„—

. _ « „

PL.AYLOTS & REST PARKS
Charter Street Playlet „___

Clark Street Park and Play3.ot-' ~

Cleveland Place Playlot-
Cutillo Sheltered Playlot
Douglas Co\xrt Playlot
Foster Street Playlot •

North Hanover Court and Anthony
Place Rest Park •---

North Margin Street Playlot--
Sun Court Play Street
TilcGton Street Rest Park -

VJiget SLreat Rest Peirk--

TOTALS

Existing
Open Space
Acreage

2.0'j-

0.60

0,83
0.05

Ei'rpansion'

in Acres; Proposed
at jOpen Space

Existing j Acreage
Sites

0.01

o.oB

3.60

1.13

0.3T

0,P3

O.o):-

0,03
0.11

9.11

O.li-t

0.03

0.01

0.19

2.0^1

0.61
0.83
0.05

0.07
0.05
0.21

0.08

3.60
0.50

5.11

1.13
0,51

0.26
0.31
0.0^
0.26
o.oi^

0,11

0.23
0.13
O.ll!-

0.03
0,01

16. in





NORTH END RECREATION AND

OPEN SPACE STUDY

V. IMPIiEMENTATION PMN

Prepared for:

Parks ?; Recreation Departeent

by
Planning Departaent

Boston Redevelop:p.ent Authority

1967





NORTH END RECREATION AND

OPEN SPACE ST.UDY

Tnis report is the fifth in a series of five reports as part of a

study of the recreation and open space facilities in the North End of

Boston. The titles of the reports are:

I.

POPUL-flTION, HOUSING AIMD LMU) USE

II.

INVENTORY OF EXISTING SUPPLY OF RECREATION
Am OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

III.

ADEQUACY, NEEDS AND GOALS PERTAINING TO
RECRKATION AIH) OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

IV.

PRELIMINARY PLAI>I PROPOSALS FOR RECREATION
AND OPEN SPACE FACILITIES

V.

PK'VN E'lPLEl'IEiraATION

Tnis study vas undertaken by the Boston Redevelopr.ient Authority
Planning Department to determine an effective plan for the developrrient

of more adequate recreation and open space facilities in the densely
built-up North Fad of do'smtovm Boston.
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INTRODUCTION

This Iirrplementatlon Plan is the fiiMh and final part of a series of
preliminaiy reports foi' the ITorth End Recreation and Open Space Study, The
first report provided "backgrO'Ond information on the neighborhood including pop-
lation, housing, and Ifijid use. The second report presented an inventory of all
indoor and outdoor recreational facilities. Tne third repor-fc consisted of an
analysis of the facilities in terras of their adeq_uacy and needs. Tne foui'th

report presented proposals for improveinents to all existing parks and play-
grounds end the developnient of new recreational and open space facilities.

The In-iplenientation Plan consists of a listing of proposals, estimated
costs, possible Eouj:'ces of funds, agencies vrith Bia.jor responsibility for imple-
mentation, and a suggested staging of development.

Financing of the reconaaended projects vrill come from several possible
sources:

Local So'orces:

Parks and Recreation Department
(Budget and possibly V/hite and Parfeian Funds)

Public Works Dep3.rtrnent

Public Facilities Department

State Sources:

Metropolitan District Commission
Department of Natm-al Resources

Public Access Board

Federal

:

Department of Housing and Urban Development

1. Urban P^autification Program
2. Open Space Land Pi^ograia

3. Demolition Grant Prograja

h. Neighborhood Facilities Progreja

In ali'iost all projects, a combination of local and federal funds are
possible for implementing the proposals. Tae Urban Eeautification Program idll
fund up to fifty percent of the deve3.0]Xdent costs of existing public sites,

excluding demolition. Tne Open Space land Program wllD. cover costs iip to
fifty percent of acquisition, demolition, and development of nevr sites. How-
ever, both prog3ra,ms cannot be used on a single project. Tne Demolition Grant
Prograra \rill cover up to two-thirds of the net cost of demolition of unsound
stru-ctures. K.nally, the neighborhood Facilities Frogram provides grants up
to t\.'o~thirds of the development costs of neighborhood facilities such as a

co:.iJJunity center for accoiijiodating prograiiis of comriiUnity service.
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Ciiri-ently, these -are the major progrejns which are proposed for use in

deve.)j3ping this recreation and open space plan. In the future, as other pro-
grcjns' are developed, or other local fvmds became availahle, application for use

in the North End should be evaluated.

The schedule suggested in this plan should not be considered static or

fixed. As neighborhood and city-\7ide needs change, so should the schedule.

However, tliis schedule is based on tvro factors:

1. lEipleaenting projects first which satisfy the
most urgent recreational needs, and

2. The City's ability to finance such projects over
a period of eight years in a single neighborhood.

In sum, the Impleanentation PIpji and the previous report in this study,

Preliminaiy Plan Proposals, are useful in generating discussions on realistic

recreational and. open space improvesients in the Iforth End. Eventually, the

study can be used as a guide for prograiaming such improvements in the neighbor-

hood as paa't of the overall city Capital Improvesuent Program.





PAKCS AITD O^m SPACES

Copps Hill Terrace

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging

:

Rehabilitated and Enlarged Park

DevelopiTisnt

Urban Beautification Prograra

Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

Clean stonework in 1968 at a cost of

$2,000 from local funds;
Rehabilitate as part of 1971 Urban

Beautification Progran

- $ 27,500

12,750
1^^,750

Copps Hill Cemeteiy

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Respon sibility

:

Staging:

Rehabilitated Historic Cemetery

Developruent

Urban Beautification Program
Parks end. Recreation Department*

Pa.rks and Recreation Department

1975

5,500

2,750
2,750

(a)

(b)

* If this historic cenetery, which dates to I659, is determined eligible as;

a Parlonan Fund project, the rehabilitation could be scheduled earlier.





/:'\

URBAN PIAZA.S

2.

Korth Sguare

Proposal:

'

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging:

New Urban Plaza

Development

Urban Eeautification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1971

$ 13,500

6,750
6,750

Rachael Revere Square

Proposal

:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging:

Rehabilitated Urban Plaza

Development

Urban Eeautification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1975

$ 23,000

11, 500

11, 500

Hanover Plaza

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging

:

New Urban Plaza

Acquisition
Development

Total

Open Space land Program
Par^ks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1971-1972

$ 19,500
11,500

? 31,000

15,500
15, 500





3.

End! cott Square

Proposal

:

Costs:

Sources of Funds;

Responsibility:

Staging:

New Urban Plaza

Acquisition
Development

Total

,(<a)
Open Space I^nd Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1973-1975

$ 8,500^^)

12,000

I 20,^5o"o

10,250
10,250





.-?'•

WATERFRONT RECREATION AREA'

Morth End Beach and Playground

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility:

Staging:

Rehabilitated Playground

Demolition of Bath House
Develop.Tient

Total

Urban Beautification Progra^i

Parks and Recreation Dei)artinent

Parks end Recreation Department

Over the -three-year period lS'J2-19'jk

Note: Bath House demolition costs
added to Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment share in 1972.

Year

1972
1973
1974

U.B. P.R.D. Total

$ 42,000 $ 52,000 $ 9^,000
ii.2,000 14-2,000 8^^,000

43,000 43,000 86,000

Total $127,000 $137,000 $264,000

$ 10,000
254jOOO

f~2B4,000

$ 127,000
$ 137,000

(e)

Community Center

Proposal

:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Construct New Cormnunity Center

Demolition of Harbor Police Building
Development
Land Fill and Rip-Rap

Total

Rehabilitation of the existing Harbor
Police structure for use as a commu-
nity center, if found feasible, vovild

be less costly and also applicable for

Neighborhood Facilities Program funding.

Federal Neighborhood Facilities Prograjn

2/3 of costs
Local share to be determiiied - I/3 of

costs

To be determined (possibly Parks and
Recreation Department or private group)

$ 54,000
(f)

1,500,000^
139,000^6^

^1,6937000

Staging 1970-1972





5.

New Recreation Area

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds;

Responsibility

:

Staging:

Kevr Playing Fields, Tennis Courts,
Skating Ri.rLlc and V^aterfront VJalkvray

Acquisition $ il80,500

Demolition 25, 500
Land Fill and Ilip-Rap 5^9,000
Development 687 ,500

Total fl/f^sTloo

Open Space Land Progran $ 771,250^^)
Metropolitan District Coniriiission $ 971,250

Metropolitan District Commission

1968=1970

Public landing

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds

Responsibility

:

Staging

:

Public Boat Landing

To be Determined

Mass. Dept, of Natural Resources
Public Access Board

Public Access Board

To be Determined





PLAYGROUI©£

6.

DeFilippo Playground

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility:

Staging:

Rehabilitated Playground

Development

Urban Beautifi cation Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1/2 in 1969; 1/2 in 1970

$ 98,000

1|9,000

1^9,000

Polcari Flaygromid

Proposal:

Costs:

Sov!J"ces of Fuxids:

Staging:

Rehabilitated and Enlarged Playground

Development of Existing Polcari
Demolition of Public Bath
Development of Public Bath Site

Total

Urban Baautification Prograjn (1971

)

Parks & Recreation Department(1971)
Urban Beautification Program (l975)
Parks & Recreation Department(l975)

Rehabilitate existing Polcari as part
of 1971 Urban Beautification ProgTan;
demolish Fablic Bath in 1975 and
develop site as part of 1975 Urban
Beautification Prograra,

32,500

38, 500

12j^000

537000

16,250
16,250
6,000,.

V





PIAYLOTS Mm EEST PAPu^CS

7.

Charter Street Playlot

Proposal: Rehabilitated Ploylot

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responcibility

:

Staging

:

Development

Urban Becutification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks end Recreation Department

1969

$ 25,000

$ 12,500
$ 12,500

Clark Street Park and Pl£ylot

New Park and PlaylotProposal;

Costs:

Sources of Funds;

Responsibility

:

Staging:

Acquisition
Demolition
Development

Total

Open Space Land Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Departnent

1971-1972

$ 40,500
27,000

_JL-.500
f 115,000

57,500

57, 500

Cleveland Place Playlot

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging:

rievr Playlot

Development

Urban Beautification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Deparfcnent

1971

$ 6,500

$ 3,250

$ 3,250





Cutillo Flaylot

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging:

Rehabilitated Skating Rink as a
Sheltered Playlot

Development

Urban Eeautification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1970

$ 22,500

$ 11,250
$ 11,250

Douglas Court Flaylot

Proposal: Rehabilitated and Enlarged Playlot

Costs:





9.

Iforth Hanover Court & Anthony Place Rest Park

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Fimds:

Responsibility:

Staging:

Rest Park

Acquisition
Development

Total

Open Space Land Prograin

Parks and Recreation Dspartraent

Parks and Recreation Department

1973-1975

$ 58,000

F~93,500

^6,750
^6,750

North ^krgin Street Playlot

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds;

Responsibility

:

Staging

:

Hev: Playlot .

Acquisition
Demolition
Development

Total

Open Space Land Pbrogram

Parks and Recreation Department

Parks end Recreation Department

1968-1970

13,000
5,000

37,000

$ 18, 500

$ 18, 500

Sun Court Play Street

Proposal:

Costs:

Sovirces of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging:

New Playlot

Acquisition
Development

Total

Open Space Land Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1968-1970

3,500
8,500

12,000

$ 6,000

$ 6,000
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K.lest_on Street Rest Park

Proposal

Costs:

Sources of Funds;

Responsibility

:

Staging

:

Small Rest Park

Acquisition
Develop:3ient

Total

Open Space Land Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1973-1975

$ G, 500

Y 12,000

6,000
6,000

yfif;et Street^ Rest Park

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Stamina:

Sniall Rest Park

Acqiiisition

Development
Total

Open Space Land Program
I^rks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Department

1973-1975

1,000
j^,oqo
3,"ooo

1,500
1,500





11.

PEDESTRIAIJ PATH IlffROVEI^IENTS

Freedom Trail

Proposal:

Costs:

Soui'ces of Funds:

ResponsilDility
:

'

Staging:

Information Improvements and
Beautification along Freedom Trail.
New Freedom Trail Brochure,

To be Deterrained

Urban Beautification Progi-arii (only

for public areas)
Freedom Trail Foundation, Incorporated
Parks smd Recreation Department

Freedom Trail Foundation, Incorporated
Pai'ks and Recreation Department

1968-1971

Central Artery Underpass

Proposal:

Costs:

SoujTces of Funds:

Responsibility:

Staging

:

Re-alignment of a Portion and Improve-
ments to Pedestrianuoy

To be Determined

Urban Beautification Program
Boston Depai'tment of Public V.'orks

Boston Department of Public Works
Piiblic Improvement Comraission

19T2-19T5 (to be constructed along v/ith

raiip improvements to Central Artery at

that point)

langdon Place

Proposal:

Costs:

Soui-ces of Funds;

Construct Pedestrlr.nvay betvreen Fulton
Street and North Street at Langdon Place

To be Bstenained

Urbaji Beautification Progrcon

Boston Department of Public Works



I



langdon Place (cont.)

Responsibility: Boston Dspartment of Public Works

Staging: 1970-1971

12.

Hull Street Tree Planting

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds:

Responsibility

:

Staging

:

Plant kO Trees on Hull Street betvreen

Salem Street and Snowhill Street
@ $200

Development

Urban Beautification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Paries and Recreation Department

1969

$ 8,000

$ 4,000
$ 4,000

Clark Street and Conunercial Street Tree Planting

Proposal:

Costs:

Sources of Funds;

Re sponsib i11ty

:

Staging:

Plant Street Trees on Clark Street
betvreen Coimnercial Street and Hanover
Street and on Commercial Street from
Fleet Street to the CharlestO'.rn Bridge

kO Clark Street Trees © ^200
216 Coimercial Street Trees © $200

Total

Urban Beautification Program
Parks and Recreation Department

Parks and Recreation Dspartment '

$ 8,000

J+3,00£
W^ 517000

$ 25,000
$ 25,000

1968 - $13,000 on Commercial Street

1970,71,72 - $10,000 each yr. on Coromercial Street

1973 - $ 8,000 on Clark Street





13.

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES

To begin in I968:

Plant 65 trees © $200 on Commercial Street beginning at
corner of Endicott Street at cost of $13,000. Use I968
Urban Beautification funds for tree planting.

Begin preparation of city-vriLde I969 Urban Beautification
Program. Include North End projects as indicated in
Table I in the Appendix which shows I968 application recom-
mendations and adjustments to be considered for the 1969
application. Table II indicates all North End Urban
Beautification Projects proposed from I969 through 1975.

Begin application for Open Space Land Program funds.
Table III in the Appendix lists projects, acreage, costs in
order of priority v/hich should be included in the prograras
to be completed by 1975.

The largest project is proposed for development by the
Metropolitan District ConimiEsion (the V.'aterfront Recreation
Ai-ea, Inco, an open skating rink). Tne eight other small
projects should be implemented by the Parks and Recreation
Department

,

North End social and recreation service agencies should
begin discussions regarding future role of agencies in the
neighborhood, the possibility of merging administratively,
functionally and/or physically, and the developnent of the
cojnniunity center either by construction of a new facility
or rehabilitation of the Ifarbor Police Building.

Discussions should continue regarding the development of a
skating rink in conjunction with the V'aterfront Recreation
Area \T±th the M.D.C.

Discussions should begin id-th Freedom Trail Foundation,
Inc., regarding suggested iiiiprovejiients.

Discussions shoild continue with Public Access Board re-
garding proposed public landing facility.

Discussions should continue \rj.th B.R.A. Transportation
Department regarding the location and design of proposed
improvements to Central Artery Underpass. The I'assachusetts
Department of Public VJorks, vho will construct other rainp

iaiiproveiaents to the Central Artery at this point, shoiild

consider the imderpass impirovements in their design work.





Ik.

Discussions should begin idth Boston Pu.blic VJorks I>3partment

regarding development of Langdon Place scheduled for 1970-
1971.

To Begin in Period I969-I975

Projects should be planned and constructed as staged in the
Urban Beaiitification Program, Open Space Land Program, and
other programs to be used.

TABLE I

RECOMffiNDED REVISIONS IN I968 URE'VN

BEAUTIFICATION PR0GRA14 REGARDING
NORTH Eiro PROJECTS

Project





TABLE II

1969-1975 Pr.OPOSED

IJEBm EEAUTIf'ICATION PROGR/^l'I

NORTH EljD PROJECTS

15.

Year





./('-

TABLE HI

PROPOSED OPEH SPACE MKD PROGRAt-I

KORa?H EKD PROJECTS

16.

Project
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19.

FOOTIJOTES

(a) Development costs for the following projects vera Itejiiized and include

a 2055 contin£;ency; Copps Hill Cemetery, Copps Hill Terrace, North

SqLuare, Revere Square, North llarcin Street Playlot, and Svn Court Play
Street, The construction costs at the remainder of the projects vere
deteriuined by applying a cost per square foot figure based on B. R.A.

and Parks and Recreation Department current experience as follov;s:

$.2.00/50.. f"*^' '^OT playfields and playgromids
$2.25/sq. ft. for rehabilitated playlets
$3'50/sq. ft. for nevf playlots and rest parks
$^.00/sq. ft. for urban plazas
$5.00/sq. ft. for \irban plazas \n.th special features

All costs were rounded off to nearest $500. Also, an annual increase
in construction costs of 5/= should be used in budgeting for all future
projects fro:a all base figures used.

(b) See Iteble II, 1969-1975 Proposed Urban Beautification Program, North
End Projects.

(c) Acquisition costs were estimated and based on a sales-assessment ratio
of 1.7 derived from over l^fO trcUisactions in the North End since I962.

(d) Table III, Proposed Open Space Land PrograjD, North End Pi-ojects.

(e) B.R.A. estiiriate ratio used ($.05/cubic yard).

(f) Ensed on cost of new Roxbury Boy's Clubs presently mider construction.

The Eoxbupry IIICA \rill cost $1,115,000 when completed. All but the

gycinasium facility vras built in 19^5 •

(g) B.R.A. Engineering Department estimate: Lind fill - $3.00/cubic yard;

rip-rap - $20.00/cubic yard,

(h) Open Space Land Program vrill not pay for major facilities such as

$200,000 open skating rink proposed here,

(i) Urban Beautification or Demolition Grant Program vail not fund demoli-

tion of Public Bath facility.
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